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1.
o ~ Leaving Port Robinson, Ont.
v = on May 9%, 1911.
On the 110’clock train for
: Welland station, where we take a
" " buss to the M.C. and from there
. @A-*’L E}J‘ﬁ WW we take the LH. & B. to Toronto,
: V\G‘f and as we pass along on the train
- on the mountain above

Beamsville and Grimsby and
Winona, it is a beautiful sight as
the cherry trees were in bloom
and the orchards and vineyards in
such good order, and also the
gardens, the whole making a fine
picture. Then as we come down

J{ | the mountain into Hamilton City,

v T ] we get such a fine view of the
Do Wujﬂ WMW. city, with its many fine shade
A

QE: = 04 \SI)G, trees dotted
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2.

here and there among the grand
buildings. Then we pass on to
Toronto where we change cars,
after spending a few hours
looking around the city, we take a
C.P.R. train at 12.30. We reached
Port Arthur about one on the
morning of the 11" where we
intended stopping to see my
daughter Sarah which was at the
station to meet us. But it was a
dreadful stormy night and on
account of the storm the electric
lights were out and the st. cars
had stopped running and with the
thunder and lightening and the
rain pouring down, we had a hard
time getting to her home as she
lived about 1%2 miles from the
station. Well it cleared off and
was nice the next day, so we had
a look around the town. We
stopped with them until the 12.30
train the next night,




3
then started on again, got in
Winnipeg about one, had to wait
about 12 hours for our train,
finely we got started again and
had a chance of seeing the Prairie
for the first. Some of the fields
were green and nice with the
grain nicely up while there was
great long stretches of freshly
broken ground so black and rich
looking. We arrived at Calgary
on Saturday about 4 o’clock but it
was raining and the most of the
Hotells were filled up so we to
wait some time for Ernie to get a
Hotell with room for us to stay,
but after several attempts he
succeeded and we were very
comfortable for the night and our
super and breakfast on Sunday
morning we started for

Edmonton.

e ?J'ﬂﬁﬂ J‘;éiéi;
ool il “"%ﬂ o Bidualali
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4.

After we left Calgary sometime
we got our first glimpse of the
Rockies they looked grand. The
most of the prairie was alike
except in some places where it
was dotted with small poplar
bushes or trees. We had some
Norwegians who could not talk
English. There was one family of
9 and they were all singing and
one of the boys played the mouth
organ. They sang very nicely and
nothing but hymns and most of
the tunes were familiar. It helped
to pass away the time and the two
youngest had real sore arms
where they had been Vaccinated.
Well we arrived at Strathcona
about 3 p.m. but had to wait there
for nearly 2 hours as the busses
filled up so soon to take the
passengers over the river to
Edmonton. Strathcona is a very
nice town with the Saskatchewan

iWrrio. abwi]-3 Pin.
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@WMM ; AL ﬂ*‘fmtt River dividing it from Edmonton.

T et en - AN ;#’:JZZ./L éﬂvﬂ/aé-l The river is a fine swift river with
//Z:?, [fTeedeyq steep banks. We finely saw the

eﬂfuu.{ . mtﬁ =7 -t Busses coming back so we got up
M ’ into Edmonton at last and Ernie
. z Vo) 5 VA had a still harder time finding a

| | i h m hotel that was not full but we got

/ A./Jf al one at last and after we had our

& AL / ~pns ed= supper we went out to see the city

e A M and go to church a fine big brick,
= sy and in fact there were a great
fr 5 M /éf/ —W/ZAF”_WLF ; ‘Ejfﬂ-f—-- many fine churches and other

g "'% : 4 S, buildings. The church was just
7 f = f_ = about full and also the gallery but
' M/ : as Ernie and I were half sick with
= /i s a cold we had to go back and go
: £ to bed if it was early. Well we
&'MEZ “/ | had to get up early as we had to
At/p o sz.u:j JW take the six o’clock train for
= )é’ 1/.,./ s /L{p %,. Edson where we arrived about

, and Ge d his fath
A/ éajff E/EA 2:[; tahnere mﬁiﬂ g
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It was the 16 when we got to
Edson and the men had a tent up
and stove and bed and table made
of boards on stakes that is the
only kind of table we had all
summer you know. We did not
get our trunks for 2 or 3 days but
they came at last. We stopped in
Edson until the 23 before we
started on our trip over the Edson
trail. There was said to be a
wagon road and a buss running
taking passengers into Grande
Prairie 250 miles for $40.00 buss
fare they tried to sell us a ticket
but we had decided to buy a team
and wagon and such supplies as
we had need so they gave
$475.00 for the horses and
harness and blankets, and George
bought the wagon for $100.00 so
we started on the 23.
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The men though they had about
15 to 18 hundred [pounds] on and

a fine fat strong looking team

ought to take that much but we
did not get on our way %2 mile
before they were stuck in a
mudhole and stumps so had to
hire a man that came along to
help us out then they some farther
when they were stuck again so
had to take of part of the load and
go on about a mile and come back
after the rest so we made 1 mile
that day and pitched our tent for
the night.

24", Camp 1.
So today we got over 4 miles of
bad road pitched tent again.

Camp 2. 25™.
Started on early and got 8 miles
this day and pitched tent again.

Camp 3. 26",
Started on our journey again and
made 8 miles more today, witch
brought us to the Frenchman’s
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8.
stopping place about 20 miles
from Edson and pitched our tent
again on a little creek this side of
stopping place and pitched tent
again.

Camp 4. 27%,
Made about 8 miles this day also
had a big hail storm. 27 started
again but got stuck several times
and had to unload but managed to
make 2 miles this time and had to
pitch our tent again in among the
evergreens a thick bush near a
creek. After getting settled and
supper over Grandpa went out see
what the road was like, George
had taken the horses out to eat
grass and Ernie took a walk
across the creek near the tent and
sat down on a log after a while he
heard a slight noise behind him.
He saw a bear coming towards
him he soon ran for the tent,
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9.

Camp 5. May 28"
to get the revolver so I went with
him and there she still was near
the creek. I think she came for a
drink. He shot at her two or 3
times but the bush was so thick I
don’t think he hit her and she
500N ran away but never came
back but they saw a cub on
another day and a number of
Englishmen who were camped
not far from us and had a lot of
cattle and horses when the cattle
came home one day from feeding
one of then was so badly torn that
the ox died after they said it had a
fight with a bear.

28.
This being Sunday and a beautiful
day we are having a rest and
climbing up on the hills where we
can see so far over
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10.
it is a grand sight to vied such a
vast country from such a height
so many different tints to the
green of the different kinds of
trees & so many hills and valleys.
Camp5. May 29"
[ think we will have to stay here
for some time as the road ahead is
very bad and there is a gang of
men not far off working on the
road awhile. So Ernie and his
father have gone and they come
home for their meals they get
2.50 per day and board at home.
So George decided he better take
the horses back to Edson and get
them reshod as they had part of
their shoes pulled off, and when
he got about 10 miles on his way
back he had an encounter with a
big bear. George was riding one
of the horses and leading the
other when suddenly out walked




11.

Mr. Bruin standing up on his hind
legs. Of course the horses were
badly frightened and the one
George was leading with the rope
wound around his hand, pulled so
hard he nearly pulled George off
the horse, but he finely got loose
and ran back about a mile and the
- other horse was wanting to run

" also but George got his revolver

. out and gave the bear a short or 2

WLE/L ﬂ—uul' slve e Hoar and then the Horse go toward
&-W a2 L. brol Vo hQJ?fEﬂM-r._ Edson. Of course the bear being

L s wounded was so angry he started
}(;r WQTOL ‘é’M % Lyl d Ll /«L in pursuit of him and after
A WMQLLIJL

ﬂﬁ running uphill a long way he gave
' “J?{l[ ;b up the chase and went back so
h,} h.u. 9 M M ”g after George thought it safe he
sl a%&fm, )4l .| hadto goback and hunt up the

- . other horse. So after following
| Do Dﬂnﬂp AJ %-ML o LQM—- elroce his tracks some time on the road
! cu«/l..DL szﬂ': [ﬂ_ ‘ﬂ.a 4o @APLL{}L. 0 ahfe. he turned off up on a hill in the

bush and found Billy standing.

S ol
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12
in 1% hours hunting, so at last
headed for Edson again he saw
the bear on his way back a few
rods from the road lying in the
bushes but he had a narrow
escape so he got thmu%l at Edson
and got back on the 30™. He also
bought a riding saddle and a pack
saddle.

June 1%,

! 07, / g Well we only sta:yed here fnur

days and we decided moving on
the boys took part of the load on
and came back and we moved on
about 3% miles.

June 2%, Camp 6.
Grandpa was very sick last night
with a bilious attack a man was
going back to Edson today to get
a load so I went out to send some
letters out with him and get him
to bring me our mail and there he
had a cinnamon bear in his wagon
he had just shot a little while
before.
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13.

The weather is very warm but the
nights cool. George brought me
in a partridge and a rabbit he had
shot and we found them very
good as meat was a treat now and
so far we have been comfortable
of which we are very thankful to
the Great Giver. We are some
nearer the road gang here and the
men only worked 7 day and
decided to move on again. But
George took the team and wagon
back to Edson for some fresh
supplies. So I went with him as
we are now about 30 miles from
Edson. So we started at 6.30 in
the morning and got to Edson
5.30. So I went at once to the
stores and did our shopping a
supply of flour and oatmeal and
groceries and more feed for the
horses, for we were beginning to
see by this time that there was no
telling how long we may be on
the road.



14.

After our shopping was done we
went to the Grande Hotell for our
supper and the night but I was so
tired over the ride I could hardly
sleep but got the night through
some way and had to rise early to
get an early start back and such a

i ;,w% ‘Por
‘ M a 175/ /f,i'a‘,m‘li’ beautiful sight met my gaze as I
A g f look out of the window on a

beautiful bright morning. There
was the Rockie Mountains [of]
the Plaines — I ever saw them.

o = - Aalood btre.Loo | They did look grand. Well after
} /—ér_ ¥ £ e« breakfast we go started and after
| /@ oesd. Zﬁ-’-ﬂmd- ' vl w750 Wewus
| bu’.z.lé aﬁ k/ua.,é{ .Z-‘Mr.i. d)d GW saw some old people who were

% M"*,; m Nadle tented on the way waiting for the

roads to get better. They showed
me two bear hides he had shot. 1
heard they were worth 20.00.
That is the people and I also
heard after that were so disgusted
with the road that they turned
back and never came.
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We got home on the 10 which
was my birthday. Soonthe 111
baked bread and buns and cake
and prepared for another move so
the boys has gone on with a part
of the load as that is what will
have to be done after this as there

. is too much for one load. So on

June 12 we started on again. We
went about 5 miles today and

- pitched our tent near the

Scotchmans that keeps a Stopping
Place. After we got the tent up
we had a hail storm then on 14 it
rained all day so we could not go
on. And on the 16 we are still
waiting for the roads to improve.
A man and his wife came along
on horseback. Their names are
Ferguson so they pitched their
tent near us so I had company.
They were from Vancouver and
seemed nice
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16.
pe:nple. On Sunday I had Mrs
Ferguson and Mrs Maben to our
tent to see us — the first women I
have seen on the trail except as
we passed Mr Taylers on our
way. So on the 19 we got started
again on Sunday we climbed
upon a very high mountain and
had another beautiful sight for
miles over hills and vallies.

June 20. Camp 7.
We made 10 miles this trip but
the roads are in a dreadful state so
we hired George Maben to take
one load and paid him $10 for to
go 10 miles and pitched our tent
this time at Jack Pine Creek and
just got in the tent it just poured
rain. Thad to walk most of the
way and was very tired and sick
when we stopped about 8.30 in
the evening so we were all glad to
lay down to rest.
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But I got two letter from my
children which cheered me up
some. June 21 we are stopping
over today and letting the horses
rest we are still here as it is
raining so much so Ernie took a
lunch and went on to the Baptiste
River to see how the roads are.
On the 23 the boys took one load
on and got back so we are starting
on again. Today 24, had a
dreadful time getting to the
Athabaska river and it is the
worst piece of road yet and had
the horses down several times but
finely we camped in a nice little
poplar grove until after Sunday.
The boys went out and caught 2
nice big fish one was about 12 lbs
and on the 25 we went for a walk
and saw a nice garden for there
are some people living at this
river and they run the ferry across
the river
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18.
and there are lots of grass and
wild peas here for the horses.
26 camp 9.
Well we got over the river and on |
to the Baptiste River some 6
miles from the Athabasca River
and spread our tent again. This is
mostly Prairie around this river
and any amount of grass and
peas. We have the tent on the
bank of the river and can see the
ferryman coming and going
across with the passengers there
is a great many men going in with
pack horses and men on foot
carrying great loads on their back.
One day a drove of horses and
cattle and men came along and
some of the men got on the ferry
with the pack horses but when
they got across and the ferryman
came back for the other horses
and colts
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19.
he just nicely got them all on the

. ferry when they all plunged in the

river and swam across and 3 or 4
little colts. My the ferryman was

angry for he lost quite a lot on
them as they were 10 cents a head
and there was about 30 but I
could not help laughing. Well it
started to rain the next day after
we got there and the river has
raised so we can’t get across as he
cannot take the ferry all the way
across and has to put foot
passengers part of the way in a
boat. One day the boys made a
raft they thought they could go
across the river to fish at the
mouth of the creek. The river is
not very deep but very swift. Sol
was afraid for them to try it — but
they thought they could so they
got on and tried but it kept taking
them down.




20.

Their father and I kept going
along the shore watching them.
After they went about 1 mile in a
bend of the river they managed to
get on the shore on the other side.
~ | My was I glad when I saw them
land. Then they had to walk back
to the landing and come back on
the ferry so that ended their
rafting. When we first came here
the river was low and about the
nicest beach I ever saw such
lovely stones of all sizes and
shapes and colors. I would like a
house built of them. I often walk
up and down here and pick a few
wild strawberries and wild

5 I flowers. There are such a variety
LWM ZU-’ ;_J/[:‘ f m & 7&{“’1—-’ of lovely flowers all the way from
Mp% @-fhm,ﬂé- Oﬁ'&mh&wm@b the Athabasca River to the
E / 5 Baptiste. The men made a stabl
)04 C/é’ A forr—pve 8 baiF e riens I h:rlz for the lfmse:as it?sac?}ul :

Aon ol wvilsl- z JM o l724d. Mi:/u, oo, | nightsand raining everyday.
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But today it’s nicer with only a
shower in the P.M. The men put
in most of the A.M. looking for
the horses as they went back to
the river but as they could not get
across. They were found and
brought back. So the men made a
stable for them where they could
get in from the flies and cold

| rains. 27" we have our tent
| pitched in a lovely spot on the

bank of the river in a poplar grove
with lots of wild flowers such as
the wild rose, blue bells of

| Scotland, tiger lilies and others.

There are some fruits such as

! black currant and gooseberries
- and raspberries only not very

many of any kind.
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This is the 28 and it rained all the
forenoon but it cleared up by
noon so George and Ernie started
out for the road camp some few
miles farther on to get a job of
working on the road.

June 29. The horses are gone
again so the boys were all the
P.M. looking for them but did not
get them and it was still raining
and dasagreeable

30™, Well the boys got home
about noon today with the horses
and a man brought me some
letters — one from Lillian and one
from Mrs Clark and one from
Mrs Ruddell and one from Sister
Margarett.

July 1*'. Rained nearly all night
and still raining. Had a man in
awhile on his way to the Peace
River. It is so lonesome we are

~ gladto




e T | k LL have someone to talk to.
e ‘JJC JL "““ i { July 2. Well it cleared up fine
nm\ L u;jl\k' uL e \f A and bright but clouded up in the

LS \y s - \‘)‘uq &WL‘L ‘v s U oy h__h P.M. and the river has risen so

- high it is not safe to go across
q | A s ;
iLL!tLLxL.- Gy }t’u VL ‘L A M Li’ ‘i’ although there are men going

C 0 02 Lodd, D.ﬂ#mu FV‘L- ﬂ“u Yz ¢ _ | over nearly every day and some
. q day a good few. This is such a
AN "La/v-._ jwm, ] tyafn fae ODan nice place for camping and
L {_.)u-m'n_.l._ Lr 5‘_ g Vo] abundance of grass for horses that
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a good many people stop
A b¥o T
| fq b M dareda oo i g somewhere on this flat to rest and
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1!'; l o e als ta ’\.IL pL the boys started back to Edson

S A‘""‘j P: with the horses to get in fresh
0y \;LPL .(Q**. rH o YVan0d u% 1/1. v ha ) W' “| supplies. We are so much longer
\us t'_ '“UU.JWL 20 ﬁhﬂ ;IJL:-..?. m on the road than we expected that

we have to keep enough supplies
‘ rflM ‘?t“‘u*' glgwﬁtai“d‘?- ahead until we get to our
L N 1{ “t'uf\ il journey’s end.
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- Z oA 1 wr UL brought me from my girls and these
M #fn i letters are always a great treat and
Uoirn Dl B4 / [ f/ / bits of sunshine and also a letter
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7 with pack horses but here the
)! 1; £ .’?{ #" 3 T / L4 /-+ .,;!_.M-f-: a‘\-‘.-‘{}'_r . Ao i are very bad so wqarelikely to
PN i . o Vi, 2( [ remain here sometime yet.
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B \L f L‘ij ho AN AL &j sometimes it is steady rain and
. ¢ '.L = sometimes it only pours down.
“‘f;}kw“" ] "Sl IUL‘“ N = )“ July 9. This is Sunday and we are
Q kl e v e L iz ; Kty o looking for the boys back. We took

: 2 L a long walk up on the mountain the
A L",} & 34 “ﬁ. L L\’V‘i AL EANVLLA way the boy are to come. We are
| Lk_.t!) ﬁh_(\, A AL J{_—tﬂ (Fiae i‘gl_ﬂ.f.d about 56 miles from Edson here.
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W= et b _E":-_;f;f e e > ”—'z’la/ﬁ;} ftae e we went back to our shack and
) "_,7{‘,;{ W Ry WY Ty ) /./ .,/ —| about8 o’clock a couple of men
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!_H_ L - ¥ '-- 4 - — T Ll
&4 Lj.—ﬂ;q = o YR E 7 ]L* boys at Mabens Stopping Place
g Vot~ = = and sent word they would not be
”'“”‘;_:, J," Ll UL MLfJ/ wLm in until the next day as it is
| -...-'f e raining so much so we let the men
;H s MJM h.c "—UU' d:/ /,-a.,-._; ﬁl;mn‘urtentwlﬂluswer
ﬂ--h;- O ol LH Lo /=) 7&/ July 10. Well the boys got back
‘ _;"-f ;/"'Y(z about 5 in the evening but left the
” 4 *’ /Il horse feed at Mabens so had to go
G 1! 12 ; 5, 4 loalit } a_ back for that. They had a pack
J { / / ,5’ saddle for on of the horses and a
= = =/r’ Lz .ﬁ?JJf- riding saddle for the other so as
i L;;_ . /: fa ;/é 1. Hes i they had their blankets and food
ﬂ h T )"f : f // // / N meycouldtaketumsmndmgﬂ';e
' é adl Fraeds Liee one horse going out to Edson but
/‘-”f’ .* :1 = f[fz/ Iqjﬂ Lé vy would have to walk coming back.
[ hq_., ;——’I\L-‘LL 11. Ttis cleared off fine again
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on his way in to the Grande
Prairie by the name of Forster and
his 3 boys with horses
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and oxen and cattle and wagon
load of stuff.

July 13. The boys got back
from Mabens with the feed as it is
hot and fine today. So had a visit
from a family of Rays that are
tenting on the other side of the
river there are three more families
living over there but all laid by
waiting for the road to dry and
had the 2 Mrs Fosters over to see
me. Well as it has still continued
fine.

July 14. The boys has taken the
trunks and horse feed on a few
miles on the other side of the
river as far as they can until noon
when they are to cache them and
return to us the afternoon. So we
can move on the rest of the stuff
the next day. Well when night
came we were very anxious about
them and was down to the ferry
watching for them with the
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ler. Ll ﬂ,«r/ )2/ 5, them and unloaded the trunks and
/ /41 o T Ot put them in hiding spot and then
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28.

to the road but George did not
come and George came on to a
bear. He was frightened as he did
not have his gun so he climbed a
tree and hallooed to Ernie and he
heard him but when he started to
go to him he did not holler again
so could not find him and as
George was so hard of hearing
Ernie could not make him hear.
So after sometime the bear went
away and George came down and
started for the road but he was
lost and after traveling some 8 or
10 miles came out about
6'o’clock and Ernie had given up
hope of finding had hitched up
the horses to go back to us to get
blankets and food and go back to
find him the next day. After
driving some miles he came up to
where George
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came out of the bush very pale
and ready to drop could hardly
speak. But that was a dreadful
thing to happen he had a very
harrow escape as the nights are so
cold and nothing to shelter him.
But when they started that
morning there did not seem to be
anything to fear as they had been
over the road before but about 5
that P.M. such a fear or dread of
something came over me while I
was sitting outside that I went
inside and fell on my knees and
prayed my kind Heavenl}r Father
to protect my boys little knowing
the danger poor George was then
in but God spared him once more.
Praise his Holy Name.
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“e e 4o 1"{“ j"‘*’f* et foieo -1 July 15. Well we started on our
-~ﬁ=”!mf Mffﬂz- gl ‘b?" 74 "’f;ﬁ’ﬂ"ﬁ journey again and got to the top
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é.r.,k—c / L1 L e SYE Jdﬁﬂé ,{%L M:ﬂ/@w started on again and camped
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about 8 miles this trip.
Camp 10. Sunday 16. Very hot
today but clouded up and rained
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31.
the trunks on to the Little Smokey
River. Still more rain last night.
While the boys were away
Grandpa and I went out on a raft
on a lake fishing but we had the
same luck as usual although there
are lots of big fish here but the
lake was too rough.

19. We got on to the Little
Smokey and pitched our tent.
Camp 12. This is a beautiful
spot, partly prairie with clumps of
bushes and here and there a large
spruce tree. So [ put up a sort of
hammock under one of the big
trees. We have had to stop here
about 2 weeks we are now on 76
miles and on the 20 the boys took
the trunks on to the Loney river
some 12 miles we have had
dreadful times coming this far in
the mud and rough roads.
Sometimes long stretches of
rough road where the trees has
been cut leaving
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32.
the stumps about 1 foot high and so
thick the boys got back and Billy
was so lame. Then it rained all
night on the 21 with heavy thunder
storm on account of the storm and
the horse lame we could not go on
so George went on to look after the
trunks to get them in better shelter
but the rain got in and wet the things
he took out some thing and spread in
the sun to dry as long as he could
stay and get back before dark. As
the ferry here is not finished they
have tcmtherfordlturgounaraft
Sunday 23. It is hot and fine today
but the river has raised very high so
it is not safe to g0 across. Mr Taft,
the man that carries the mail, came
with his team and rig but they had to
leave the wagon on the other side
and brought him over with the mail
and he led one of his horses so that
it began to drown
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33. ,
he had to let loose of it and the |
current carried it down stream and it
was drowned but it escaped a lot of
abuse but the other one got across
alright. There is a gang of men here
making a ferry and had made 2
butments for a bridge but the heavy
current took them away.

24. The river is still raising.

25. the river has started going
down has lowered over 1 foot. Geo
shot another rabbit so we had a stew
and the boys went out and got 2 qts
of gooseberries and we are treated
with another thunder storm. The
horseflies are very bad. There are
lots of pasture here for the horses
but the flies are so bad they come
and stand around the big smudges
build for them we have also to keep
smudges near the tent as the
mosquitoes are bad.

26. fine and windy today. The
river still receding.
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| = al}' f_ﬁu / @M“/ m tiresome trying to put in the
e é s ““*’J*'/‘—ﬂ‘* ,' Z ffjﬂu‘ e Ly ééﬁbﬂ 27. This is a fine day so Grandpa

bo w‘;{ e ‘;u/ﬁ{ i h;___f{ / 1%&”__ started back to Edson to do some
s . . i business and get a few things. Emnie
f-"r;.-«??'u;"{ Ve (Lidtr e < £ uuf / L is out fishing and brought in 3 fish,

Pl ol o [ g not very large ones. I was out
e e e Afﬂ ’; ’L' m/}? “M { fishing to but go nothing but bites. I

"Mrz.,:i# &L ’«'M-J ,:u ;/ .:r:-fflr*#fr fru:fi/lpf do think it so mean of the fish to

g r g come and take my bate off my hook
o A ) 47 g o "rﬂ . - w
M J’*—‘-"j “-3‘" Z'_ bt ed, 51 %\ / Ltidbe A== and then skido as if they did
_.-'ﬂ

die ¢ a u_,, / _;.J’ﬂ 29 “lorsr s Aol fift{;l_'. something smart. The boy got me 4
; Y qts. more of gooseberries. Well [
Gia ‘{’ 7 "" ‘5’”'2 oLl "Lgf;’%’ had a short chat with Mr and Mrs

j{{/&% M 7 f;t,r‘;‘ gr/ s ﬂ/’y}ﬂj‘aﬁ = Ferguson on their way back from
gﬂ%

S f Grande Prairie and give a good
Jﬁm&g f"faaf K : er f dvee it report.

?’ IS NE 0 S HRIA [ 3
’“"r’% }é’éq“ﬂz%’i —M*’f-:‘iud#rf_- ri2. | have been delay on the trail and

have just got this far. First some
}.4_, A .ﬁ"d /JM ’E-""&-LM/_"{/%&-{,M-:_; young Eﬂgﬁﬁh men with 24 wagons
o | and ox teams and horse teams, then
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35
then Mr and Mrs Borden and their
little boy and two men. Mrs B. and
boy riding horseback and driving
about 30 head cattle, then the men
with three wagons 20 head horses
and others passing on through but as
the ferry is not ready to carry people
over yet those families and wagons
load have to lay over here.

July 29. Two more families of
Fosters and each one has 2 teams
and wagon loads and each of the
women drives a team as well as
them men and one of the women has
a little boy not 2 years old. Then
there is a family of Rays with 5
children and 3 wagon loads and
horses so there is quite a town here
now with 6 tents and about 15
wagon loads. We had another heavy
rain last night. Well some men got
in with the new cable so as the ferry
is done there was 6 of us women
went down to the river on Sat. to see
the
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men launch the ferry. They had
quite a time so when it was in the
water about one dozen men went
over on it to do some road work so
we could all go on it next Monday.
30. Ihad a treat of about 2 gts. of
new milk the E. boy gave me and
then when Mrs Metcalf came she
would give me some and the boys
got altogether about 10 gts
gooseberries and these I preserved
for our journey. Then today Mr and
Mirs Ray went out and picked a big
pail full. Well we are making
another start this morning 31"¢t
After some delay we got over the
river and on the way. But the first 5
miles is dreadful. The horse
plunging in among the roots and
snags in the mud and one of them
got his leg fast in the roots but there
Was so many men on with us they
helped the boys through. I though
surely Jim's leg was broke but they
got it out all right but most all the
team got stuck
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_—'—.--"". . 7 By . :
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Y ﬂ‘f{u Etr ~“ 1 on through as far as they could
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: MJ; v e
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Wallpesl, arnesiy W g gl L i
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" LZ[}&UM Zmi&ﬂ/‘kﬂ Z{Mmé D nf.thcclnthesahnutnuned. Sol
dried them all as well as I could and
(ﬂlz.. Vit 4,.4 dz G- J&i_.&ﬂi IIed i | Geo went on about 4 miles where

~ there was and he brought me
m@% m;&ﬁem fgz. i—:’i home 4%%1&&3«:@%
ﬂ?ﬁlﬂ 0 4

c:au t a very large fish.

MJ/W&M wAﬂLM%& .o bl + As Billy is so lame we can’t

gncnsamllhavetnsta}r here
g/ //{ff? 005 I R .»ou: L/ s,-m«ﬁ« sometime which seems to be our
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38.
neighbors. Then the boys are
building a cache to store the trunk
and other things as we intending
when we start again to keep going as
long as we can with only the one
load. The lady that keep the
stopping place here is all alone as
her husband went on to the Prairie to
locate so I had her to stop nights
with me. Well Grandpa got home
early this morning Aug. 4 very tired
indeed. Billy foot is still very sore
we can't tell what is wrong with it
so Grandpa had an old Scotchman
that was stopping over night to
examine the foot and he found after
sometime a piece of wood in the
frog of the foot so he probed and got
it out and then after it was well
cleaned with carbolic and water it
was well wrapped up to keep out the
dirt. Had Mrs Hance here for tea
and Mr and Mrs Metcalf came so we
had more company. Had some more
letters from my
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daughters which is always one of
my great blessmgs

Aug. 5", Well Grandpa is just
60 years old today. Mr Metcalf

Zj“*r?;’ evipe_ lodl. z/ el cerc bl A //n/_ and family came today and will
LLiy . ffOiD Ml /,.N Voet ’7 44 stay here for a few days. Billy is
j,’g‘ r’_r., £ fa "f- CAn . still too 1Eharne: to move on.
&1: »6" P *Ar;;ﬁ%z Aug. 6°. Norain today. And as
i 2{ 1 / Mr Hance came home he and his
At oo 1 ﬁé&‘z 1Ll VEDapp fromel wifu'? moved back to Edson.
¢ :1;?),./#- b Lt it Mg yne . fq r’?,/ dg d;‘;htlhagman{: Georg::i
cided to go on to Grande
&Vi{f"f = cg’/ /Z&f 92> DLt — Prairie and file on their
0.4 50 f[u ¢ @/Eﬂ/_f Z(% 4 ivg fa homesteads there are so many
/ / /& / / / people passing every day with
f{ 01/3449 :‘c‘-ﬂ{ s f,é;:a Y zL 2. ._,5_ : pack horses and on foot. They
G‘I/L#j.« L&b’z_- e *cf' FA? {;Ld ..w'e'_ 7o AT afraid the best of the laﬂd will
Rre P be taken up so they take their
- %M 2Lip / *L fwm blankets and provisions enough to
f Sy 4 ‘5 A /’ E; r,d J&M | take them there and started. And
4{ t} ieralilonts 5 : M they have 160 miles to go to
2 o e 4},;?’ where they got their homesteads.
Zg 1.&4!_ }4’ { 2 __ 4 4,.,» 4 And Grandpa having just got
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| tostart as soon as Billy is able.

40. y
starting on this last trip from
Edson which was 160 miles there
and back. He traveled ton foot
there to start again so soon he was
Just played out when he got to his
journey’s end so could not travel
around the country as he intended
doing to select the best there was
left so had to take the ones near at
hand. Well when they went away
that left Ernie alone and George
was to come back as soon as he
located to help us and Grandpa
put up a hay shack and stayed to
make hay but as Billy’s foot was
on the mend and Ernie was
looking after it every day
cleaning it and bathing it with oil.
He was also looking after some
other horses that was laid up with
the hoof rot and sores for the man
that runs the stage but we intend
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And since Mrs Hance went away
I gave a few meals to people at 50
cents a meal and did baking for
the others so made a few dollars
t]1at way.

9" Ernie caught 2 more fish.
ﬁnﬂthcr shower last night.

1{] Billy is still improving.

11", Another nice day but a
hard frost last night.

12", Mr Forster came back
from Grande Prairie where he had
filed on his homestead and so did
one of his sons and as he left his
family at Edson he was going
back to bring them in the winter
as he could not get through with
the wagon load of stuff he started
with. He stored it here at the
stopping place and one of his
boys took 2 yoke of oxen and
wagon back. So now we are
buying some of his stuff to renew
our supply such as flour and
sugar and butter and dried
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42,
apples and soap.

13%. Rainy today. Had Mr Taft
and son for dinner. That is that mail
man.

14", Still rainy.

15“' Nothing but rain.

16", Itis fine today so as Billy is
alright and Ernie has put a piece of
leather and shoe on his sore foot as
it is tender so as not to lame him
again we are preparing to start
tomorrow. There is a family here of
Fraizer men 2 bothers and a widow
and her three little boys. She is a
daughter to the oldest Mr. Fraizer so
we made arrangements to travel
with them and help one another,
They have 2 yoke of oxen and one
wagon load.

17", Well we started about 7 this
morning. Mr. Fraizer going ahead
but soon came to the clay hill and
their oxen got stuck so Ernie put our
horses on but they don't pull
together
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43.

and such a dreadful time in the
mud with horses and oxen down
in the mud and them all covered
with mud then the men and Ernie
carried brush and filled in the
holes and put in logs so they were
5 hours getting their load up that
hill. Then we had our dinner.
Then after the horses were rested
they took our load up in one hour
and made to a little lake some 4
miles that day and drew our
wagons up opposite and made a
big bond fire between. Then
Ernie would cult up a pole and
fasten at each end of the wagon
and a ridge pole across from one
to the other than after taking the
stove and other things out of the
back of the wagon I would
spread my bed down in the one
half of the wagon box than he
would put the tent over the pole
letting it come down behind so as
to make
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44,

a shelter on the back and Ernie
would gather brush and make his
bed under the wagon facing the
fire so we had it very comfortable
most of the time. Then Mrs
Lewis and her boys slept inside of
her wagon and the men under
their wagon facing the fire so we
did this every night for 22 weeks
onnurwaym So this is the 14"
camping place.

18. Got started again this
morning but the roads so bad and
stuck so often that only made 4
miles more today and camped 15.

19. Just go nicely started when
got Mr Frazer load stuck again
for 3 hours. Ernie helping them
all the time so they pulled us
through in less than %2 hour. So
we only made 3 miles today and
camped 16. and as this is Sunday
20.
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we will lay over and rest today. It
rained quite hard last night.

21. Made very slow progress
today as the road are still worse
on account of the rain and Jim
would baulk so they had to hitch
on and help us 3 times this a.m.
But the road not so bad in the
p.m. and we met George about 2
p.m. and he turned in and helped
5o we made 8 miles today.

Camp 17. 23. Some better
roads and so made better time and
got some 2 miles of House River
about 10 miles today and I
walked most of the way.

Camp 18. Aug.24. Started
again. Got to House River and
stopped for dinner than made 12
more miles in the p.m. that being
14 miles that day and then
camped 19.

25. We started on ahead this
time they not being ready and
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their ox being lame got on about
15 miles when it started to rain so
I got under a big tree until the
boys got a camping spot and we
turned out for the day. Got our
suppers and went to bed.

Camp 20. As I got my feet wet 1
was not well last night. But we
started again I made bread last
night and when I was mixing it up
there was 4 men came along on
horseback and stopped to tell us
they had seen Grandpa at
Beaverlodge and sent word he
was well, one of them a minister.

26. Started again got to
Sturgeon lake about 11.30 the
Frazers got there Y2 hour later. So
as this is Sat we intended to stop
over Sunday here so Mrs Lewis
and George started off among the



47 7 g o g i is;
ﬂm A ?M L] ’QLL,J?’MI }x/!_.#-bi“f—-'
_QFJEA:L.E_JQ_,}_,&_ f;,,_.l.-.%ﬁ/_ﬂ.-,,-u,-;,ﬁ;_;_...r_da sl le, b3
AAZG, ff:r-ii.:-__/?-f- Lna1 . P e bzt J/LMZ_.

i : ; !
5 A o Ch f‘ 7 a---té 2%

L2 R, Oy ‘ A A 2
5B iy O s '2;;,4 il
RN PR
/ ;;_,?’:.1 2dlisn o 1E mx’ BB

4
3;1'4-; T'J

el beaada ol %ggﬂm;quazm

zE/t,,f-‘f:'- ANLE g ¢ r?u;i ﬁ{rw_ ,AJJJ (ISP R

J-E_Mtff_ .o ﬂﬁ«x_e, T oo
0 T AAPEG 2 oo oo des oan
{L%,MA{. el ﬁ-tuz Zu,é ’(«ﬂm A aanole
i B Maone, Fgwm ovndd pvni
‘lvw\)_-i¢¢z£ﬁ ﬂ’ﬁo -cﬂg.a& /L%i .
;L?f{a bad. Lo112.0. Lauié ‘!ﬂﬂ,ﬁ |

}L/i o AL A /J__ﬁzfu.',
/{f-{.—’ 278 M_Dg..fj i o {J'-f.d E..émaﬁ;t—t"{)&ﬁg&’
gl f’AJ £ 62, z—LﬁL[ /Aaiél#4

e
xp.aiaa g . *JO ,-L lra

| 4’”—- Ao 44!-3: 12 T M_E%/"‘ (e 4__’:;"'

e — —— ———

P T A S S— LJ’M—.-‘"‘".-;-.- e

47.

Indians to get fish and potatoes.
This is the Indian reserve and
there is only one white man
keeping store here and a Catholic
Mission with two sisters teaching
the Indian children. There is a
fine garden at the Mission and
beautiful flower garden we were
not long with our tent up before
there was a squaw with 2
papooses on a horse and her
husband and more horses and
more boys and girls, the whole
family I guess. The boys had
some rabbits so Mr Frazer
brought one. Then Geo and Mrs
Lewis came back and we had a
treat of potatoes as this is the first
vegetables since spring and they
got a lot of fish to last us for
several days. Soin the P.M. as
women went up to
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the store to get something we got
another hundred of flour for 9
here and some cheese then we
went to the mission to get some
milk but the sister were very kind
and gave us some milk but would

not take pay for it and told us to

send in the morning and get some
more. So Ernie and Quincy went
and brought a nice pail full.

There is most prairie land here
and the Indians make a pretence
of farming but have gardens but
not much else. But they have
houses made of logs with a fire
place for the winter but live in
tents in summer. They make a
great many moccasins the squaws
do. Ernie got a pair from them
and the girls would stand and
laugh at him and put their hands
over their mouths
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49.

and laugh again and it made him
angry so he left them. There is a
lot turns out on Sunday to the
mission to service to hear the
priest. And there such a lot of
anthills large ones too some 3 feet
high.

28. Started on again to another
Indian Settlement and stopped to
buy some more potatoes and fish
to last us until we get through.

We went into one of the garden to
look for some onions. There was
an old chief and his wife and we
had an Indian boy that could talk
English as the Indians don’t.

Well while we were talking to
them the old ch:cfcameup to me
and took a hold of my coat sleeve
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50.

He look so dreadful he frightened
me but the boy said he only was
saying that was good stuff in my
coat. '

28. After making our purchases
this morning we started on from
Camp 21. but we only made 8 miles
today and camped again. 22. and
started again on 29" from the Loney
River to the Sturgeon River about
76 miles I walked about 50 miles.

30. Only made a few miles today

31. We made about 7 miles. But
near the end of our journey we got
to a dreadful piece of road and the
Frazer men’s load stuck such a long
time than to make it so much worse
it was raining all the afternoon. Just
were stuck us women had to sit
around on logs but I had an
umbrella. But the
poor men had such a time of it. Then
Jjust about
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dark they got the load out than
Geo brought our load through and
when they were nearly through
the horses fell down and Jim fell
on a stump and hurt his shoulder.
We had to stop our wagons this
night in a grassy wet spot and
wade around in mud and water
too cook our suppers but when
we went in our wagons to bed we
were high and dry. But the poor
men had it wet enough under the
wagons but this is not the worst
place we have had to tent. I can
tell you the boys did not feel so
full of fun tonight but we slept
through for everyone was tired so
we got up early as we generally
do. It was always me that would
start them up in the morning.




e

4’2'/0 £ - -fgi’f BUL AT _, i{m L Méf;{_-
}%_} AAS By j_f? .Jr(.f it j |

S //7-{,/% atre o é’fﬂ@{'

.J- {-".':¢ W o P E
/" A2 .-"I‘fﬂgt__ ﬂ-—:]’ A A SR e, A L;u‘f-( I
[ fﬂ_’” """ ol b "*‘-‘*"“‘"! e 4 B i/ﬁfﬁa.ﬂzf’,;fﬂ_ A2

f’ffd','ﬂf ﬁtc}tz *H‘i i ff-f (F R EPE Jfﬂmﬁfﬂjﬁﬁw,":

) f}' s J}M’z_.;f?ﬁﬂﬁ’ fﬁw ol i !:w
AUMEf/;r LT L ﬁgam.:.. A »/’J-Péz_:?% J :’JM'L?

ﬂuj GL /K?{l% ﬁ; J.‘;/ 42%("’5 '725!14{1‘1'.::! X'fqgf |
- L*af-tﬂ-f*fl‘g;ﬂ'_/a MM&J Lo uxre. Se /Ju_fé.. '

o] B A S O T iy R e o ;aw//!_-e f{
rhpﬁ{j Mm i.""”‘i'icpa.,z_wc.

fw?ﬂ&f{, 34:21,&4 [.M. Hﬂtge_aﬁﬂ&ﬂﬁ: |
S oo prrphoanip ot |5 |
!'14’?_5{_ r?" ﬁ&,

ol

e e fhC ﬁm :Z:&
4{%4{_—. P ey 4g/p ALV —U—&(_ Lpoige
Z L&fr/’mi_&*mrﬁﬁ,@iiw{

A P e & 2 f

o fﬁa&u% I brnal. MQL

s Mzﬁ /mﬁ"; ‘e,,fzb

s MJC.EM QJW&?

i N

52

Then Geo would get up and get
the fires going. Than the women
would get breakfast. This was 23
tenting. Than on first of Sep. we
only made %2 mile as we were in
such mud hole and mud on ahead.
The men went and cut a new road
through to a bush road by noon
than it took them all the P.M. to
get Mrs Lewis load over that '2
mile. So we stopped there again
tented or camped 24 times. Then
on 2™ Sat. we made 3 miles,
terrible roads. I was making
bread this day and I put the
sponge in a pail up on the load in
the hot sun. It would raise up fine
and I would have to take down
and knead up down. If I had the
stove our of the wagon I could
have had it baked as the boys
were away helping with
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This being 3™ the Sabbath and a
beautiful day we are resting as we
have only made 20 miles in the
last week and I walked about 1
miles of that. So we hope to
make to the Smokey 20 miles
more the next week as we have
still bad road ahead. I am trying
to give you and idea of the
condition of the roads and what
we have to go through but it is far
worse than I can describe it. At
one time when we came to a dry
place of road I was driving the
boys walking. We came to some
bad mud hole but got through all
right but we came to a timber
road where the stumps were left
about 1 foot high and so thick you
could not dodge them. So Ernie
thought he had better drive
through there.
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He just got nicely on the load
driving when on to the wheels ran
up on a stump near the trees on
the side of the road when Ernie
pitched (camp 26) off head first
and without thinking I made a
grab for him and went down too
in among the trees. Ernie was not
hurt but I got my shoulder bruised
and one leg so I could hardly
walk for sometime but we were
fortunate it was no worse.

Sep. 4. The men went with the
road gang here and helped cut
about 2 miles of road around a
very bad low swamp. Then we
made about 5 miles this day than
camped for the 27 time. Then on
the 5 again made a few more
miles and came to the willow
swamp when we had a dreadful
time getting through had to
double
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56.
up most of this time but a few
more miles. Then camped 28
time. Then started again on 6"
and a few more miles the same
old way and camped 29 time.
Started again on the 7" and made
the Big Smokey this evening of
the 7% . Had a big time getting
down a long steep hill as the
Frazer men had no holdbacks on
their oxen even when they locked
on other hills they could not
venture on this as some part were
nearly straight up and down. So
our team had to take both loads
down after locking both front and
back wheels in taking down their
loads I was afraid the load would
come on the horses and the men
were holding on the ropes behind
the wagon but Ernie was driving
and he got down at last.
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51
So this is the 31 time we have
camped on the 7* of Sep. So on
the 8" we were to cross the big
Smokey. They have the ferry
ready by this time so we got on
all right but a few days before this
they did not have it ready so the
teams had to swim across and
they had to take the stuff all out
of the wagons and raft them
across and take the wagons apart
and raft them across. So we
escaped that bother. I forgot to
mention back some 40 miles this
“~af side of Edson on what they call
Breakneck Hill a very long
dangerous hill about a mile long
or more. Well on the top of this
hill is what they call the Divide, it
is 5,500 feet about the sea level.
Sep. 8". Well we put in all this
day getting the two loads up the
long hill this side
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58.
of the Big Smokey River as the
hill is about 12 miles long. Did
not get up very far when they got
stuck with their load and as our
horses would not pull after the
wagon started going back down
hill so had to take them off and
unload their wagon and carry the
stuff up 2 or 3 high pitches and
the oxen took the rest up. Our
boys would always carry the
heaviest things whenever they
had to unload. So we got the two
loads up the worst part of the hill
if it was not very far by noon. SO
we stopped and had dinner. As it
was a very hot day it was too
much for Ernie so had to drop
down with his head. I think a
touch of sun stroke. So Mrs
Lewis and I got cold water and
bathed his head and hands and he
fell asleep. So when we had
dinner ready he had his dinner he
was better but not well all the rest
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of that day so he drove as they

put the horses on with the oxen
and worked all right the P.M. So
got the two loads up on the prairie
about 5 miles by night and then
pitched tent again.

32. On the evening of the 9"
then started again on the 9" and
got within 5 miles of Grande
Prairie City beside a nice little
creek. George has shot a good
many ducks and Prairie Chickens
since we reached the Prairie.

Sep. 10", Camp 33. Well as
this is Sunday we are laying over
as we cannot make home. There
are 2 or 3 fine homesteads around
here that looks fine and the men
visited on of them that had a good
garden. I went out for a walk and
came across a dead horse by the
road. It belonged to one of the
men that started when we did
from the Little Smokey with the
family
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. };’M i d 1_.36%' ' A o g and 2 team of oxen. He_ lost 2 or 3
b s SR e s horses ann:_l pearyy lost his oxen and
f / m‘j?, got to Prairie with the toughest
i;»’ & fp’ S d’f e 4&’ 2ana - good andl . looking outfit said to have ever
LAz dy pye ﬁ@m_ ﬂ.vm,gé,/ ~/ Z,  come. He was so hard on his teams.
/67 D £ Well we started again good and
/ e - §o deredls early on Monday morning and got to
7/ i;ﬁa_ &.f,a’—. #hie oy ocoidosgo | Grande Prairie City about 8. And
oh what a city. There is a caboose
4r2. = .
7( M - el o /f’.-f et dian ol ﬁfmﬁ'%ér =<-for the land office and Post office so

Lo @Mwwﬂﬂirﬂi T [,7{{,“ ﬂoa{xnxrf;.m Ermie went in there to enter his name

7o for his homestead. At nine o’clock
ksl da B azi e, /“" "/ AVW*’M: = as that is the time the office is open
At L.{,.{‘z—j{,. e,é TR o o H@h f - hgu so we stayed over and hour here and

0 called on some of the people who
'Z’//" C o 7/“’”-' ‘lfﬂ At/ e vt were my neighbors at the Little
»Aﬂm AML venild 000/ J Smokey that got in here before us

we also went to the or one of the

foﬂ“:“‘—f /1..&.'_; -L% A&){y ke e Stopping Places to buy some beef
M_“_i& LA af [é_‘ jwé‘fﬂ,ﬁ Nz} and he went out drew up a quarter of

beef out of a deep well. Sol got 15
;y/ i A:;} ‘4%{_{_ n ,w o Ibs of splendid beef at 15 cents per
L - aLQ-m?

Ib. Well in this city there are 2
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6l.
small log buildings Stopping
Places where one can stop all
night and get meals. Then there
are 2 or 3 other shacks and a
Catholic Mission house. Not to
bad but there has a few buildings
being built since and there were
several tents with people who had
come in looking around for
homesteads. Itis fine weather
now for a few days. So it is not
bad tenting if one has not too
much of it as we have had all
summer. But there are a great
many people came in here in the
last year the papers say over
1,000 and the way lots of families
comes in either winter or summer
they have a caboose hoops put
over the wagon box than canvas
drawn tight over the hoops so that
shields them from rain or hot sun
in summer. Then when they stop
for dinner or night they can get
out and
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62,
the little folks can run around and
enjoy themselves and the mothers
can cook outside as there are
plenty of dry wood. And water to
be had but in the winter they have
to cook and eat and sleep in their
caboose of course they will have
a camp stove and the men will
have to get wood as they stop
than they can make larger
cabooses on a sleigh like a small
house and some families are

large. Ihave heard of as many as
12 women and children in one
caboose. Then it is harder on
little folks that can’t get out and
run around having to be cooped
up for so many days. But
although they keep afire still there
are a good deal of suffering from
cold in this climate then I have
heard some women tell where
they came in the long trail about
400 and 500 miles and had no
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63.
and had to sleep out in the open
in a big snowstorm. Sometimes
they could get in a stopping place
of Indians or half breeds but it is
getting better all the time but still
bad enough until we get a railroad
in. Well we came on from Bear
Creek, that is another name for
Grande Prairie City, and far more
appropriate as the creek is there.
We came on until the Flying Shot
store and had our dinner and then
on we stopped at one of the
farmers and got 1 bush. potatoes
for 150 so we got to Geo’s
homestead by night and while
Ernie and I were fixing thing for
the night and getter supper Geo.
after looking after the horses went
over and hunted up his father
where he had a little hay shack on
his own homestead and was

making

—
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64.

hay. Ican tell you he was glad to
see us and get a good feed of beef
and potatoes as he had been
living mostly on oatmeal and rice
as the store were nearly sold out
of the things people need. Oat
meal was 1.40 for 8 Ibs sack and
there was no salt to be had at any
price but when they had it was 20
cents Ib. So was rice 20 per Ib.
and sugar the same. Flour was
from 10 to 15.00 but the 10.00
was so bad could hardly use it.
Then grandfather was no hand to
cook anything thin for himself so
he was pretty well used up. But
although everything was so dear
that was brought in we could get
beef at 10 to 12 per Ibs. and
potatoes from 100 to 150 so that
was not bad. Than on the
morning of the 12 of September
we moved over our tent on our
own homestead.
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So we made about 21 mile on the
11™ and the poor horses were
glad of a rest as they were pretty

s L
”.;; o : ool / e b ’f well faged out. We had nice
,J-f,jf- Ot g;g_n j j{ oL L weather on 12 or 13" then it
£ )W started raining again but still as
T 2 of { e t.rr - i I
= P’ f’ e ‘/ "/"H’F““u L pielot Ernie had decided to take the
& TJ.Z d;/-r /k 2 w;, oA s /J /r - homestead they had picked out
NI e / L for him he and his father went

back to Bear Creek some 16

miles and back in the same day
and as they were late and it being
dark getting back they both laid
down in the wagon box and went
to sleep and let the horses find
their way and they did until they
got nearly home. They stopped
and went to eating grass. That
woke Grandpa so he started them
4 on as they knew the road better
than the men in the dark. The day
we got our tent up here one of our
+ neighbors came in to see us and
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invited us over the next Sunday to
a song service. So we wenton 17
and was surprised to see so many
out and things so comfortable.
They had an organ and one of the
young ladies played for the
singing. We had a heavy frost on
the 20. Had intended going for
huckleberries before this but as
they were so far away and they
were using the horses putting up
hay I did not get a chance to go
until 21. Geo drove me down to
Jonstons but the frost the night
before had so cooked them that
they were no good so I never got
any. Geo got me about 4 ts.
Saskatoons one day and that is all
I got. So it rained most of this
week but from 25 it has been fine
weather. Geo went to building a
log stable and Ernie went to the
saw mill to work on the 18" as
they were after the boys
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Geo went to cutting logs to build

229 4 stable for the horses. So when

he got it built he also went to the
sawmill to work on the 5 of Oct.
The boys were to get 40.00 per
month and board. We are having
fine weather this week and as the
boys are away and Grandpa busy.,
I am so anxious for mail from my
daughters that I rode one of the
horses out to the office. Well I
must tell you what Saskatoon is
like. This is another town sight.
Well there is a post office and a
bank held in the front of a small
log building and a restaurant in
the back. Then there was a Co.
store in another little log building
called Reveillon. Then a little
way from these there is another
small log building.
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" They keep a store called the

Hudson Bay Store. They also
have another building storehouse.
Then there are a few tent
scattered around.

Oct. 9. We are having such fine
warm weather. I have rode out to
Beaver Lodge several time and
one day road over to a neighbor
on an errand and than out to the
office. So I made 12 miles that
day. But in getting on the horse
off a fence I slipped and fell with
my side on a rail so it was so sore
and painful for a month. So that
finished my riding.

22. So when I got some better I
walked out after the mail but 4

| miles there and 4 back was too

| much for me without a rest so I

| was completely done out. Then I
| did not get any mail




,0

Mﬂmn‘%u%‘gm

*FLPM li_g,
e o

Z-_ zﬁ'wp_a
me_ﬂ?w ,L“" e

LRI e

wk
ﬁpowf— ﬁ

wf““ TZ,,,J”’”‘-’

69.
which was a great
disappointment. The boys came
home on Sunday and were so
glad as it is so lonesome without
them. Ihad a lady call so see me
one day, Mrs Loudfoot. Sol
returned her call some 2 weeks
later and she gave me a little pail
of milk home with me. Mr
Campbell a storekeeper near
foan_fnpan having runout of food and the
other store the same took two
team oxen and went to Grouard
for provisions. He was gone
about 4 weeks and when he came
back with three loads. The most
of it was gone inside of a week.
So I went over too and got some
groceries. Next week Grandpa
and I drove out to Saskatoon.
That is where the Post office is to
get mail and beef and than drove
on about 2 miles
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farther to Mr Hopkins the
Methodist minister. He has a
very nice parsonage he built
himself so he would have us stop
for dinner. He had been out early
in the morning and shot 2 geese
and 2 ducks and a chicken so he
had the 2 ducks dressed and in the
oven roasting. And we had a
splendid dinner. The roast and
dressing was fine. Then we came
back and I was in to see Mr and
Mrs Moxhay, the English
minister. He also has a nice
Rectory built and a small church
partly built. These two and one
farmer who has a nice house are
the only ones that can be called
houses. On the 20 of Nov. Wm.
laid the foundation of our house
as the boys were at the mill they
decided to build a frame house,
But it is slow
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work working alone. Well I
walked out to the office again 21
and got repaid by getting letters
from my dear girls, Hattie and
Lillian, and a bundle of papers
which we appreciate very much
as reading is very scarce. And
today on the 22 such a beautiful
day but lonesome but we enjoy
reading the S.S. papers they sent.

23. Ernie came home for a
while and is drawing lumber from
the mill for the house and as it is
8 or 9 miles away and a long hill
down to the river he goes one day
and comes home the next.
Grandpa had to dig a cellar before
building so is done it. Is fine big
one 12 x 15.

29. Wm. and I went over to Mr
McAusland lo song service again.
On the 4" of it snowed and was
cold and still snowing
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on the 5%, Well on the 2™ [ went
over to Mrs South about 1% miles
from home left home about 3
P.M. to go on an errant and
stopped to rest about Y hour and
started for home about 5 but
when about 2 miles from home I
started across the Prairie a shorter
cut and it got dark before I could
see our tent so I got lost and
could not make out just where I
was as there are so many pieces
of bush look so different at night.
But after wandering around for a
long time I went back to main
road and there are so many roads
all over the prairie as people just
drive anywhere they want to go.
Well when [ got on the main road
[ made up my mind to stay on it

4 as I would be more likely to meet
some
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73.
one. But our tent was V4 mile
from this road and I did not know
just where to strike across the
Prairie and there were no lights to
guide one. So I just wandered up
and down the road until I was
tired out. Of course I called
several times but Ernie heard me
once but as it was in the wrong
direction they did not think it me.
So as soon as he and this father
had their suppers he started over
to South’s to meet me and about
this time I heard a cowbell so I
made for that and when I got near
I heard a mans voice. My was I
glad to see a man this time but
before this I was so tired I had to
stop and rest but it was cold so [
would chill if I stopped walking
long. So I knelt down there and
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prayed to my Heavenly Father for
help as he has always helped me
he did not desert me this time. So
I soon heard the cowbell. Well
when I met the man he had a
yoke of oxen with a load of
Iumber coming from the mill and
just left the bell on the one after
taking them off the grass. So he
had me to get on the load and put
one of the horse blankets around
me and when we got back (o
where we should turn off he left
his oxen and took me in sight of
the tent. So I was just 3 hours
and I walked a good few miles for
most of the time I walked fast or
run. Just after I got back Mr
McAusland came horseback and
then Ernie to hunt me. But I was
so thankful to lie down in bed
instead of the Prairie as the nights
are so
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cold I would perish before

- morning. And I shall never forget
- that night. It turned very cold

about the 6 and had a week of

very cold weather but turned

milder again on the 13 and have

and it mild all this week and

M’-’—UA’_ ol é/ﬂ«w_n_&_jto' Ernie has gone back to the mill to
E"ﬂ{_m /iuh.t-—é_ ﬁu’/fé;:m Ar- cook. So Grandpa has to finish

drawing the lumber. But the

ﬂ ; w% JOH lumber is very scarce as there are
/éu.lr' so many people after it. On the

18" there was a fearful wind

ﬁ‘f Car Cye Od /'Au_g_, storm so I feared the tent would
L= be blown away and Grandpa was
: e szlf & L‘% aj ‘4“ away after lumber. Had to go

ey MM-L_ through the bush and trees falling
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which will do to enclose the
house. So I helped him put the
siding on the house and lay the
floor that is the top flooring. So
we got moved in our house on the
4" Dec. late Sat. night but [ never
was so thankful for a house to get
in after living in a tent for 6
months and a week. So this is a
beautiful Sabbath day and we
have had 3 weeks nice weather
and Geo came home and said the
camp had run out of provisions
but they borrowed some until

they got some in.

10. Ernie came home for the
day and said he did not like
cooking so has gone to other
work again. Only cooked 3
weeks. We are still having nice
weather so are quite comfortable
in our new house.

17. The boys came home today
and are to be home for Xmas. I
am glad to have them home.
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We were quite surprised when
our minister Mr Hagar came to
the door from Pt. Robinson. He
come of the 4 of Jan. and it was a
very cold week down to about 60.
He came in on the stage. We
were so glad to see him. When
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k) '7 7 { %‘UL he weather was milder Grandpa
(hey: Mic-tilea }' f"_“ took him out to show him some
(L2aa {_af(_,z,_ (29 2, (v l o da 1232 | homesteads. So he selected one

and started back home on the 15"
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trail by stage than on the 27" of
Jan, Ernie took the team and feed
C—1-1_¢
Mé&ﬂ’ boeto beosme for the horses and his blankets
(57 m ,_W% and provisions for himself and
= started back to Edson for our
; wi @ 6, T supplies and boxes at Edson and
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got back on the 27 of Feb. just
one month and Geo came home
from the camp as it was
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going to close down and went out

4 with a man to drive one of his
""’i g,m MM&A team to Edson they started about
the 4 of Feb. and got back on the
fZ—a HMM [ 4 %ﬁgh / uﬂ 23 of March. I was so thankful
i S M g when the boys were both back. It
was a big undertaking Ernie to go
such a distance near 500 miles the
round trip.
I will now close this account of
our experience coming in here as
I only intended giving the trip.

By your grandmother,
Mrs. W. Gilmour.




