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Fugene Perron, born St. Albert, 1911
Father, Fleuri Perron, came from Quebec to St Albert in

&‘c 1883. H?,\ Loy n\‘vp) WA He b\\C.)W\C’\ LE
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His various business ventures in St. Albé} 1ncl ded a

store, the Royal Hotel, Butcher Shop, another grocer tore,
_-Paddle Wheeler on the Sturgeon River, Brick Facotryﬁ%b

S land. <2 € &b ferion+ Misoion L\L(Mckdowh \°\\
Six¢Rildren in the family, Alex, ﬁila, Anna, Leo, Hector

and| Eugene; home on Mission Drive bullt fbgﬁFleurlLe v\, %
Personal memories of father and mother. .mrLUen 6 \
M odFhour weartldn ¥ leave So he Caa bQCH d.dPeMCL {"oc;gets o 3’
Schooling in St. Albert; teachers(Svshvsy

Childhood in St. Albert, W™ 5 p"‘b

Continued schooling at Jesuit College in FEdmonton (Gr. 9 - 12).
Completed schooling in 1930, planned to enter banking pro-
fession. Father had cancer so he returned to St. Albert to
help in the store. Father died in 1930; store sold to pay
funeral expenses, to St. Albert Stores,( Boudreau & Labelle)

v A
Mr, Beland managed the store, asked Eugene to stay on and
work. Eugene bought th store in the Legault Block fronm tond
Beéland in 1936. M )\) ?O\ DD XV on Cpuvay Mz N2 b Fleantr

Worked from 8:00 am to ? :00 pm for #50 per month. He and %

his sister, Anna, who worked in the bankg supgggte%»fhe Q¢é
family on $110 per month. wand masly (o ,ﬂ\e¢ A R
Entertainment during the depression: Ahockey games, house . C

parties (talents of Henry Leonard as hockey pla,yer)/’rKA K \ot

Eugene's store: groceries but gradually added hardware, paint,
etc. and became a general store. The business climate in

St. Albert during the depression was touch and go for the
first few years.

Town's program for relief during the depression: Ed Hogan
counsellor organized wood pile where men would cut wood for
coupons for groceries.[ﬁikeSHogan, mayor, and Pete MacKay,
counsellor and hotel keeper, arranged that anyone collecting
relief would not be served in the bar.

Michael Hogan: personal reflections of, his value to the

Hbort ! Ml a

> LIt f3e vland’ 240-252

pcauwse, of \ts
Ay erg\

rov., g Pr ryed
Marr ed Evelyn Hogan n 1941; first home was in the suite

over the Bank of Montreal Build~ng.

wn, racial and elifgous stabﬁ&hxy that he encouraged, I\VFTQ¥*J
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At the outbreak of WW II, enlistments from St. Albert wer
high, Highest per capita in Canada, -plreve w25 no 0 (NVERTS
Eugene enlisted in the Air Force in 1942, stationed in

vari ]& cations throughout Canadadudb v Tovaled earA U
CReoX <D \Overa b0 "Hw\'m"\)\; ’PL{WV\\N(\ -Dcdd"‘\“"t "‘13
Evelyn ran the store ile he was away.

Collection of extra ration coupons from farmers to supply kel
the, town people w1th goods that were in short supply.g»go

Oh (L
Retu:tn t%u"{s(\ﬁ. ert 1n 1945 to the Legault Block but had

bought the lot on the corner of Perron and St. Anne St.
before the war. Bought a building from Jasper Place in 1950
and moved it on to that lot. The building has been enlarged

-G
and r?ng‘yate&but orlgbr‘i' E,ualn]}dj.ng 53:;% stg\nds. ?’35/@\{"0”&\“ "
Change in the tow during the war years: town had prospered '
but friendliness still remained. Not M\,Lch chan

Participation in community affairs: Church board for 12 years,
School Board for 12 years, Town Planning Board for 5 years,
Community Hall for 7 or 8 years.

Building of the Community Hall, leaders in the project were
Michael Hogan and Dr. Poirier, Constructed in 1939, primarily
by volunteer labour, ("Chick" Harnois; received a small

salary as head carpenter. Built o the loc ;on of the ol

Pool Hall,Dr .To\r e wasg yer 'awpma . vown 30“‘{3*&"‘“

Interest in politics started with the election of 1935.
Worked for the Social Credit party. While attending rally
in Legal, had a accident that put him in the hospltT'ev \vorked

for Mr Ma ard an Ke:.th Fveritt m‘%
ik ? L\‘_, cva lva\\\fs*‘:’%@ "
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Politic rall:n.es 0 haehC, R\ x4 Com’b s |
Influence of the Catholic Church in St. Albert, cooperation pu«
with the towns people. 4.\0\0"' wcdvh’!\'y\ Mml\\w}:
Parish activities: annual picnic, dramatic club that put on &, ¢ hue

plays in the church basement, directed by Mr, Sylvestre and
Mr., Lepin. St. Patrick's Day play always well attended.

Father LaRose and the completion of the presént church.
Angus Kennedy and Mike Cassidy on the church board.

Father Jan and the MlSSlfJn Hill Park and the Statue of Father

Lacombe, —DQ‘ gdg -Tovmw\é (\\’ﬁvémavc\ e, buc
-Q
Father Tardif, t e most respec ed and feared an in St. Albert.
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Discussion oof Alan Blair? came to St, Albert in 1937 fronm

Ontarlo as a school teacher, Served on the Church Board,

il, Secretary for Community League, Town Secretary.}hw
}1 \4 ot L usi\ eSS
"‘1‘ e Blue Room" in Perron's store, where discussions of local

issues, politics, etc. went on.
Election results always available though the StOI‘eVU\k’) obw'c\(g -

(Town and Provinea!)
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Skating Rink located behind Perron's store on St. Anne St.
Land obtained by the Town from the Federal Government through
the efforts of Mrs. Nora Donlevy, secretary of the Town.

Mr, Laderoute gave lumber for the rink on credit.

Personal reflections of Mrs. Donlevy gm::“ UAOM"&T\ b‘d ’AC&?

Organized hockey teams in St, Albert had great fan suppontﬂimdﬁ*
played in a league with iegal Westlock, Morinville etc. and
later in the city,.

Team was first sponsored by Gillespie Flour Mill, later by

the Bruin Inn, became the St., Albert Bruins,

Town of St. Albert built the Flour Mill but did not hire a

good miller and so business did not do well., Sold to Mr.
Gillespie who hired Mr. Johnson as a miller and ran it as a
very profitable business,

Mill provided employment to the town until it burned down in
1939 (NB. Mill burned in 1938). Located below Mission Ave.

just this side of railway bridge.

" 4 n 0] i o Vland g Mo Hogan <eldl
Midright Joha" and "Bicyele Mik ea{i\w\& il

Neil Ross convinced bx aygr Hogan to buy one whole ock of
land in "Braeside", Seld U Zf)?o‘:u en ornw mads @ ’Fro

Supplies for the store brought from Edmonton., Neil Ross, Sr.
had a dairy farm, delivered milk to the city in the morming
brought groceries back in the afternoon.

First car in St. Albert owned by the baker, Mr Armstrong,
a buick, Fleuri bought a car back from the States with him;
a big car that he sold to the Grey Nums.

Gene's first car was a panel truck.

Trips to Edmonton for shopping were few, St. Albert was a
commercial centre which drew\from Namao, Morjnville, Legal,
Villeneuve, etc. ‘¥erﬂ~<vﬁ

The Dawson Block was the centre of the business community
during the 20's. Stores included a Chinese Restaurant,

Barber Shop, Lambert'sAStore, Veness' Hardware, Mrs. Guyton s
Lady's Wear. Gerara) LV \ar%m

The Dawson Block burned down 1n2\928 and the town started its
decline, There was no money to rebua}d

Retipement in 1973 lvg

Family of six children; Raymdhd, Elaine, Janet, David, Paul,
Fleuri, T\
and 5 grandchildren, N

Flu epidemic (1948-19); mother prepared soup every morning for

,,Eég—bnys to deliver to those who were sick., St. Albert suffered

many deaths as a result of the epidemic,
Conclusion.



