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INFORMANT: BERTHA KENNEDY SUBJECT: autobiographical:
nee. BRENNAND 927 . i97¢
life as a teacher, wife
PERIOD: 1921 - 1976 of a farmer.
LENGTH OF TAPE: 1 hour, 30 mins. INTERVIEWED BY: Joan Kirsch

May 20th, 1976

004 - 038 Mary Bertha Kennedy, nee Brennand, born Lancashire, England,
March 11, 1909.

Family background in England: father died during the war (1915)

family left England for Providence R.I. in 1921. Because of

the difficulty in finding work in the States, her mother left

to follow her own mother and sisters to Edmonton.Lth&AJrl\&gh?7¥>

Train trip to Edmonton. shpvfdoy(v(w _

S n\g\\¢ut\cm)\" h Portndq M0,

039 - 062 First impressions of Edmontonj. lived in north-east area of the
city, travelled two miles to St. Francis school.

063 - 070 Attended St. Francis €htedh+ttil 1924 when St, Alphoneses was
built., After completing grade 8, Bertha went to St. Mary's
School on 3rd St. Took her Normal School at Calgary after Grade
11.

_ . .
071 =087 Mother and brothers' story. ‘5’!\r~\f\0\\q, w/o Widow s PNTIe\

TEACHING CARELR:

088 - 098 Teaching positions: 1st was south of Strome in St. Peter's
parish, 2nd was north of Bruce. Spent a year teaching east of
St. Albert in the Guilbeaut school (located where ¥Willie Flynn
is now living)

099 - 11 Taught at Volmer, for three years (1931 - 1 YStoyire of peoE@
99 - 114 BB % Kkmﬁh S ctha d RiRcesRon 931) Stoy geo@
115 =:-020 Finally got a city school; a one-roomed school at Dunvegan

Yards., Taught the children of transient relief families.
Grades 1 - 8/

121 - 164 Wages: $950 first year, $1000 second year, $1050 third year and
first year at Volmer., Affects of the dpression caused her salary
to be cut in the 2nd year at Volmer to #840 and the next year
to $750. If she had gone back for another year her salary would
have been $450.

In order to cash her cheques in the city, she had to pay 25¢

for the phone call to St. Albert to assure the School District

had enough money, 10¢ for exchange and 3¢ for stamp. Secretary,

Neil Ross Sn. would always get her cheque to her on time but

she would often have to track down the chairman for his signa-

ture before she could cash it. /‘NQNNQ vty Cerfany the wonay wis
MalabR  Rets plaved Yhe wmaviea)

165 - 208 Christmas concerts, especially the mishaps of her last concert
at Volmer,

209 - 432 School conditions and experiences: SLNO\ %\'}f\'l& <t q-%o \-,-/0 oF
-transportation to school :
-heating of schools g 1 hTR
-teacherage - Lrpoam s, KiTchen r 6@,‘”,) ‘Zx\su«»\\,’ U’\(\L
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Subjects taught: Reading, Writing, arithmetic, history,

geography, health, agriculture, civics, 'Evu\z s ool hadl @ oarn.
Games played by the children, mostly baseball.

School children: clothing in winter and health. School nurse
visited in the city only and immunized.Cwnildren evven Kiwg ¥

ool NG,
Involvement of priests and parish in the country schools.
Teachers were community leaders., Father Jan visited Guilbeault
and Father Bidault visited the school in Volmer to hear
catechism,

Married Andrew Kennedy in 1935, had met him while teaching

at Guilbeault.

Lived in Edmonton then moved to St. Albert. In 1940, they .
moved a house out ot the farm and lived ﬁhere£§°N~¥KLo\1wMga®ﬂ

Andrew Kennedy born on the Kennedy farm in St. Albert in
1897 (farm is now the Sturgeon Golf Course), Parents,

Miles and Catherine Kennedy came from Glengarry County, Ont.
in 1893, They had 12 children. Metis neighbours, Gairdners.

Married at St. Alphonses, reception at Royal George Hotel,
Drove a 1930 Chev[dég Winnipeg for their honeymoon,

Summer jobs prior to marriage: Kennedy's Book Store on
Jasper Ave, (DifTevewnt V\c\'\nec\\j -Pvam \'\\,\s\oﬁ\’\d\s g\aM\\\ﬁ\

Social Life revolved around the parish and the family. Played
the organ at St, Alphonses, was in choir. Attended parties
within the parish. Went to shows with her mother, picnics

and drives with her brothers on weekends.

tcuts off)

L

Summer outings, continued.

Moved to the farm in 1940. Ne¥l Ross moved the house on to
the farm. Q'bd'u-r\s ,!;mb\ kitebhen 5 A ,3 (oMY .iw‘mratom\

her 1ife on the farm: washing clothes (gas engine machine).
Electricity was installed in 1956, used coal oil lamps.
Hauled water by tank from the city, stored in cistern in the
basement, pumped upstairs.A)o imdoet o umbin

House heated by kitchen stove. In céid weathér took turns

~P3FW‘CLK*SGU§¥Fting up to keep the fire going.

069

089

- 088

- 105

The farm: 240 acres of River Lot, Mixed farming, cattle,
chickens, pigs, crops of oats and barley.

River floods; had 40 or 50 acres of river flats. (1 year:
two crops were lost down the river.)
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Health services: Continued to visit Dr. McDonnell in city,
who delivered the first 6 of her 7 children., Dr, Cuts
delivered the last child, all were born in the Misericordia
Hospital.

Children's accidents, Immunization by Dr, Poirier in St.
Albert and then in school.

(In 1948, the country schools were closed and her children
attended school in St. Albert.)

Sister St. Joseph played the organ in church for many years.,
Bertha sang in the choir and played for practises; took
over from Sister in about 1963.

Farm was pretty self-sufficient: had a garden and frait trees
In winter they would cut ice at Pelletier Lake near the

west end of 188 Ave, store it in a log ice-house covered

with sawdust,

Shopped in St. Albert 2 or 3 times a week, Some prices given.

Husband's wages while living ian Edmonton were 35¢ per hour.
worked at Burns packin lant

(Cou\& nd Feachas 3 ma ?\'ec\,)womgn Leowdonet woor\s gﬂg\)\cvc}
Threshing time: Her brother-in-law had a threshing outfit.

She would feed the crew for the three or so days that they

were on their farm.

During the war, soldiers cdme to help with the harvests.

e auds oul)
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Problems with water: Could not sink a well, so water had to
be brought in from the city for drinking. Cattle were watered
at the river when possible. In the winter, holes had to be
cut in the ice for the cattle. . ‘

The river's usefulness: good fishing, children swam in it,

In the winter, when the snow blew in and blocked the roads,
the river was used as a road into town.

Travel iﬁﬁ\in the winter; snow would drift in much more than
\

now. lo dh

In 1955, Andrewsy suffered a stroke. Problems of having to
run the farm with only the assistance of the children,
Incident of the overselling of grain on the permit book
(winter of 1956-57) i

Electricity on the farm in 1956. Got a TV for Andrew, town's
people had bought him a 'lazy-boy' chair.

Sold the farm and moved to St, Albert in 1957. Andrew died

in 1968. Bought the house at 11 Madison Ave, from Germain
Borle., Had been previously owned by Jimmy Maheux who had
modernized it, brought in electricity, sewer etc. House was
in St. Albert in 1910. According to brother-in-law, he had
helped in the building of the house on a farm near Villeneuve,
and it had been moved to St. Albert.

Began teaching again in the fall of 1954. Taught for a year
and a helf then took a leave of absence when her husbhand

became ill. In 1957, went back, teaching grade 3 and continued
with this grade until 1974,
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Began teaching in the little white school on the hill, then
moved to Pather Jan school on Mission Ave, then to Albert
Lacombe,

Adjusting to teaching under a principal.

Took some refresher courses, had started teaching with a
2nd class certificate, took some grade 12 subjects and
recgived her Jpnior E. certificate.iosK, workalhoOs so
Mot Shae ww&w\g\ \eave kot Nuekand for beo\e g -
Principals: Mr, Maloney, Mr, Deutscher, Mr. Kaminsky,
Mr. Binette. Other teachers.

Community involvement: HMostly revolved around playing piano,
or some musical involvement. Minstral Shows put on by the
Altar Society and the Women's Institute.

Played for Mr. Sirette who gave music lessons at Dr, Cuts!
house once a week and for Mr. Horace McHeffey, who taught
tap-dancing classes,

Music in Bertha's life and family. S»mo\:b w‘a\\* si“3-5°~"‘3-

Dances at the Community Hall; during the war the children
went to the dagnces with their parents. After the war, drink
were served and age restrictions.were imposed.Spo d2d.Ffami
Q‘\'MOSP\\ Ye
Dances were put on by the Community League and the Credit
Union. Andrew Kennedy served on both boards and also on the
School Board after the country schools were closed, He was
chairman for one year.

f

Bert Pierce's Orchestra from the city would play for the

dances, all old-time music,

Retired from teaching in 1974, still active in parish work,
Selected Citizen of the Year in 1976.
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