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5, Riat D * ﬂt_é_f{:ﬂgﬁ- _ ({"}} : with a gala evening held at estin Hotel on September 9. Sovict Union, Ethiopiaand Yugoslavia, and theirrescutlement
o e | b S The dinner was attended by approximately 170 people who | in Isracl, entitled “So No Jew Stands Alone” portrayed the
} ] had a combglvcd fgglzlgy O%(f)l of $1501;)cgr ‘;norc f(:]r] this year’s theme of the cvening, Another special guest speaker, Biljana
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accounting fora 14.5% card for card increasc over last ycar for g “- .. Q%
the same group. The resulting revenuc puts the campaign a @4 -4
healthy step forward towards this year's goal of $1.1 million. g N =
Jewish Federation of Edmonton President Bruce Elman:
gave the campaign pitch for the evening, highlighting this
year's campaign theme: “The future is in our hands.” Elman

! Th e f U [ U r e [ S [ n - Ou r h an dS . in Calgary, spokc about her experiecnces, She and her family
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lose everything in their lives for the second time.” Said
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: T:' ‘ | & All donors FunCtl OI] > . and dig deeper to support the Jewish homeland. It has Gorasht, who received the Lion of Judah Pin for her contribu-
: l 1 < - been decided that if cash collcctions do not equal pledges this. B tion to this year’s campaign. She urged the audience to open
- et ! -]} : year, or we fall short of our goal, it is the local agencies that E > ' vy T
e 8 ; will have to be cut so that Isracl can get its fair share. The their heans and give as much as they could 1o hclp save the
| rt (IJ ' fgj«* | Fedcrations® goal is to make Jewish life in Edmonton rich, ' * new immigrants, who, like herself —whoffled Russia o scule
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community as well as to Isracl, said Elman, and the future ol' John Callaghan btgond lhcun; control to lcave their homeland and resettle in
both communitics is dependent on this campaign. ofher counines.

({J«P The evening was chaired by Top Gifts division chairs Dena
> Gelfand and Sid Hanson. Jo¢ Shoctor, a former patient of the
¢ S peCIal UJA edltlon Of {} special guest speaker, introduced Dr. John Callaghan, former - . |

“Bd” head of Thoracic surgery at the University of Alberta Hospi- o i O TR % i
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tals, who spoke about the development of the State of Isracl, . § T e
and the development of heart Surgery in Canada, both of R CUSANE ]

Reaching
the goal

Federation/UJA Campaign
volunteers arc confident that
the 1993 Campaign will sur-
pass last year’s total and help
bring the community back to-
the levels of funding which -
arc necessary o maintain
SCIviCeS, " |

TheFutureis inour Hands!™
isthisycar’sCampaigntheme. -
This “Future” extends to the,
arcas of Jewish Education,
social welfare services, care
for the clderly, baithng anti-
semmsm cultural and recrea-
tional facilities, summer
camps and helping the State s
of Israel withimmigrationand |. 4

" absomption. Volunteers have '
begun soliciting cards and
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Please give all you can.

THE UNITED JEWISH APPEAL OF EDMONTON

Extends warmest wishes to you for a healthy and happy New Year

May this year be a year of peace and tranquility
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Message from th JA Camp

Shana Tovah.
On behalf of the United Jewish Appeal e
management tcam and the 180 UJA volun- [
teers, we wish you and your familics a hﬂppy G
and healthy new year.
We approach this ncw year with a sense of
optimism, rencwed commitment and a hope §
that the prionity we place on the well being of
the community is one that is shared by all
communily members. :
The Jewish community of Edmonton par-
ticipated 1n a phcnomcnal SUCCESS Story i
1992, which saw a 40% incrcasc over the #§
previous year's campaign. We also were B
successful in 1992 in the area of cash collec-  [GENEERERY)
tions from previous campaigns, and in mak- G
ing 1992acash campaign, rathcrthanapledge |
campaign. Approximatcly 95% of the pledges |
madc in 1992 have been paid in full to date,
Incrcasing the revenue was not the only
focus last year. Reducing cxpenditures was
also an impcerative. To that end, the admim- -
stration of the Federation/JCC has been
downsized, the JCC Board has been dissolved

Cathcrme Mlller Dolgay
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Stephen Mandel

Pnina Staav

and the JCC building and operations arc now
under the full control of the Federation. A
comptroller is in placc to maintain strict con-
trols on expenditures and accurate rccord
keeping. The pool and health spa have been
closed to further reduce expendituros.

We have gone through a carcful and thor-
ough process of budgeting and projections for
next year to arrive at a goal for this year's

campaign of $1.1 million.

Wc have a wonderful community with a
very large number of organizations and insti-
tutions. All of these groups do important work
and havea posmvc impacton the livesof Jews
in Edmonton, in Canada and in Isracl.

by Catherine Miller-Dolgoy

What is tzedakah?

It is a positive miizvah to give tzedakah to poor Jews
(Rambam).

A mitzvah is a religious imperative, an obligation that
involves much more than virtue or altruasm.

Mitzvol are substanuvc demands for holiness in every part
of life.

Tzedakah is usually and incorrectly translated as charity.
Both words, tzedakah and charity, denote giving alms to the
nccdy. But their connotations are very different. Chanty refers
to free, unrestricted love.

Tzedakah is not charity. Gratuitous actions of loving-
kindness arc certainly positively valued in the Jewish tradi-
tion, but they are not what zedakah is all about. The word
tzedakah comes from a root meaning *“to be just and ethical.”
Tzedakah, then, in a general sense, medns behaviour that is
just. This is not an expression of onc’s free will, as is charity.
Instead, tzcdakah is the fulfilment of one’s obligation.

Tzcdakah has come to mean the obligation to sce to the
necds-of fellow human beings who are unable to mect their
own needs. The poor should be supported because as human
beings they have the right to a'decent life, and those with the
wherewithal hiave the obligation to help them meet these

needs.
 Tzedakah is behaviour that is right, just and therefore
obligatory.

What, how much, to whom, how and when do we give?

One is commanded to support the poor “as far as the hand
reaches,” ic. according to onc’s own means. A contribution of
onc-tienth of one’s income i1s considered to be an average
amount, a fifth 1s “mitzvah min hamuvhar” — a choicc
mitzvah — and giving lcss than a tenth is considered miscrly.

Inaddition to the amount gwcn and the attitude of the donor,
there are several other criteria for determining the value of a
particular act of tzedakah.

In his.“Laws of Gifts to the Poor”, Maimonides, lhc Ram-
bam, presents the following scale:

“There are cight degrees of tzedakah, one higher than the
other. 1) The highest degree is where one makes a gifl or loan
or enters into a partnorship or gives him a job i order to
strengthen his hand and so to prevent him from becoming an
object of tzedakah.

2) A lesser degree is when one gives tzedakah to the poor,
but ncither the giver nor the receiver knows of the other. This
is accomplished in modemn day by the community United
Jewish Appeal Fund, to which monies are collectively given

and then the beneficiary agencics utilize these funds for

programs and individuals where they arc needed.
3) A lesser degree is where the giver knows to whom he has

Many of thesc institutions were built 40- 50
years ago. The needs in the community have
changed particularly with the influx of immi-
gration from the Sovict Union. The popuia-
tion has changed — dcmographically and
geographically.

Our leadership sees their rolc as ensuring
the continuity of Jewish life in Edmonton for
the next generation. We also have as a prior-
1ly, Edmonton’s participation in nation buitd-
ing and immigrant absorption in Isracl. To
that end, Isracl will be recciving monthly
allocation cheques from Federation, just as
local beneficiarics do. Isract will no longer

mvcn bm the poor man docs not kmw to whom hc T uulcblcd

tion.
the community.

nation building in Isracl.

4) Less |han this is where the poor man knows to whom he
isindebted but the gwe:r does not know to whom he had given,

5) Less then this is when the giver gives money directly to
the poor man, but without having to be asked for it.

6) Less than this is when he gives after the poor man has
asked him to do so.

7) Less then this is when he gives the poor man less than he
should but with a cheerful countenance.

8) Less then this is when the giver is glum”™ (Rambam,
Hilkhot Matcnot Aniyim 10:7-14),

The questions of how and how much to give arc complex,
requiring delicacy and sensitivity. Far more complicated and
potcntially hcanbrcakmg i$ the problem of to whom to give
moncy.

First of all you start with yoursclf. You have responsibility
to yourself and to your community to sce that your needs and
those of your spousc and minor children are provided for.
Then you look to the people nearest you — needy parents,
grown children, siblings and poor relatives. Tzedakah contin-
ucs in concentric circles moving away from yourself: your
family and your community. *“The inhabitants of your town
take precedence over the mhabllams of any other town,”
(Sifrei Devanm 116)

The tension that Jews in the Diaspora have always fclt
between their responsibilitics to the needs of their own com-
munitics £nd the needs of the Jews residing in Isracl has not
diminished. At one extreme, the view that “the poor in [sracl
take precedence over the poor of other lands.” In the Bayit
Hadash, the seventecnth-century commentary to the four-
teenth-century code of Jewish law, the Arbaah Turim, the
view is presented that the poor of one’s own community take
precedence even over the poor of Isracl. Neither extreme
should be allowed to cradicate the other entirely. Rather, we
should understand the situation as a dynamic tension within
which we must make continuing judgménts about how wecan
best fulfill the mitzvah of tzedakah.

Tzedakah is an individual responsibility. Tzedakah is,
howcver by its very nature a socictal concemn. Jews cvery-
where have always organized themselves for philanthropic
purposcs. The Rambam wrote that he had never scen or heard
of aJewishcommunity thathad nokupah, no fund for the poor.
Individual one-t10-one acts of izedakah must not be disparaged
by any means. In terms of quantity and organization, however,
a community can achieve significant things far beyond the
power of any single individual. Idcally, the community as
tzcdakah agency can facilitate higher and higher qualitative
levels of tzedakah. An organized community can help people
to sclf-sufficicncy, the lughcst level of tzedakah. Further-
more, through the kupah, giver and receiver are unaware of
cach other’s identity, thus preserving lhc anonymity that thc
Rambam rated so highly. -

wait until the final monics come in before 1t
receivesits funds. The effectof this decision s
that, should the campaign fall short of our
goal, all beneficiarics, local national and Is-
racl will receive less than theoriginal alloca-

We feel our goal 1S realistic — given the
close to $1 million which was actually col-
lected last year and considering the necds of

We ask you lo answer our plea — to join us
in making Edmonton a strong and vibrant
Jewish commumly and a respected pariner in

Tzcdakah is an individual obligation of |
cachof us, We arc obliged todo what is just —
to provide 10 the best of our capacity, so that
others may live in dignity. Our aged, our
youth, our immigrants and our children de-
serve and have a right to expect that we will
take our obligation seriously.

The theme of our campaign, *“The Future is
in Our Hands_" has ncver been more truc.

Stephen Mandel Catherine Miller Dolgoy
Pnina Staav — Co-Chairs 1993 United

Jewish Appeal Campaign
Shana Tovah.

The Meaning of Tzedakah

The word tzedakah in the Biblc means “nghlcousnass and
is synonymous with the word mishpat “_]usuce But by
rabbinic times the word had assumed the meaning of “‘charity”
“alms-gmng " By that time, the concept had developed that

“rightcousness” does not only mean being just, but also being
charitable or, rather, being just by being charitable. The poor
arc cntitled to our help, it says. God has so ordered the world
that the poor have a “right” to assistancc and if we arc
charitable we arc merely doing our duty.

No one ever becomes poor through giving charity and no
one ever suffers harm from giving. On the contrary, the more
merciful a person, the more mercy will God show to him. Just
as an idolator is called “scoundrel” so, 100, is the person so
lacking in faith and gencrosity that he gives nothing away.

Maimonidcs’ onginal classification of the “cight degrees of
benevolence” is one of the gems of rabbinic literature, illus-
trating the need for sensitivity, tact and graciousness in the act
of chanity. The formal, objective act of giving charity 1s
deficient and defective if 1t is not chamctcnzcd by kindncss
and sympathy.

Judaism entreats us to work within lhc framework of our
present social institutions to do all we can to alleviate suffer-
ing and help others to lives of happiness, [l'OSPCHIY and
dignity.

Our role inattempting to respond to the mitzvah of tzedakah
is that of striving to do tikkun olam — 1o help to perfect the
world. In so doing we arc in a sensc sharing god’s work. We
become partners with God in the creation of the world.

Family Tzedakah

What does it mecan to share? What doces it mean to give?
How docs it fecl to share, to give?

Tzedakah is an ancient and vencrable mitzvah within Juda-
ism. Many of us practice it in our own lives in some form. Qur
children learn about it both through our constant urging them
lo share with their friends and siblings and often more for-
mally at rchg,lous school in the form of tzedakah boxes or
other giving projects.

What has not happened in most cases is the custom of
actively involving children in family decisions about where
moncy sct aside for tzedakah should go: In failing to involve
the children we miss a golden opportunity — both 1o ecducate

our children in values (social, political and rcligious) and to -

gain for oursclves the freshness of their insights and under-
standing.

Sources: the Third Jewish Catalog, Strasstold, Michaol and Sharon,
(The Jowish Publication Soclety of America, Philadelphia 1980)

The Book of Jowish Balief; Jacobs Louis, (Bohrman Hnuso, Inc. .

Wost Orange, Now Jersoy, 1984)

| WhatDmaJudaIBmSayAbmt .?Jacobs, Louis, (KotafPublIshlng
“House Jerusalom Lw, Jorusalom, 1973)
" A Malmonidas Reador, Tworsky, |sadore, (Bohrman House Inc.,
- Wast Omngﬂ Naw Jormy 1972) ~ .
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Message from Campaign Director Aharon Mor

Dear friends, Shalom!

The 1992 UJA Campaign was a
success story, an Edmonton Ca-
nadian success story and an inler -
national success story. Very few
campaigns worldwide increascd
by close to 50% (!) last year — as
did the Edmonton Campaign. This
is the kind of success we needed.
Now we have the momentum we

need.

This yecar the Campaign Lead-
crship has many ncw faces. This
excellent leadership s leading by
example — 1n therr personal do-
nations and in their work.,

This is the kind of lecadership
that this campaign nceds. Our
canvassers this yecar arc better
traincd, more motivated and they
too lecad by example.

This ycar which was announced
by Keren Hayesod — United Is-
racl Appeal, as the “Yecar of the
Worker” we have morc workers
than in previous ycars.

This year we arc also better
structurcd and our UJA team has

Following is the text of the address
given by Bruce Elman at the Pace-
setter's Dinner Sept. 9/93

We stand at a cnitical crossroads
in the future of our local Edmonton
Jewish community, in the future of
Canadian Jewry and in the future of
the State of Isracl and the future is in
our hands! Ha'atid hu B'yadeiny!

Thanks to the concem and the

commitment of members of our

community, we were able, in last

ycar’s United Jewish Appeal Cam-
paign, to make the first significant
steps towards revitalizing our com-
munity. Thanks to the hard work
and the dedication of our volunteers
and supporters, we achicved a44.6%
increase in our overall campaign
last ycar. This was the largest per-
centage increase in Canada and one
of the best in North America. To
have accomplished this in a penod
of recession and amidst the continu-
ing ncgativism which has lingered
for far 100 long in our community,
was nothing short of remarkable. |
say kol hakavod to all of you who
worked on and supported last year’s
campaign. Last ycar's campaign
proves that this community has
strength and life, vigor and vitality,
concern and commitment.

Our future depends on the pres-
ent, and whilc last ycar’s major
campaign increase wasa major stcp,
we face the challenge this year, and
probably next year as well, of catch-

. ing up, in our commitments 10 our

local beneficiarics, in our national
obligations, and in our support for
the State of Isracl. In an ideal com-
munal world, each ycar’s campaign
gocs up, cach beneficuary agency
gets cxactly what is wants, all na-
tional commitments are met, and a
large portion of the dollars raiscd arc
sent to Isracl. But, sadly, this has not
always been the case.

For a number of years in this
community, actual dollars collected
fell short of dollars pledged. It was
Isracl, which bore the burden of this
disparity. For a number of ycars, we
had falling campaigns. Once again,
it was Isracl whose necds werc
judged to be secondary to the nceds
of the community. Attimes, thecosts
of tunning the community overran

blldgcwd esumalcs Oncc again, it
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better professional support.

This campaign will be able (o
achicve much more. We will be able
to achieve our goal of $1.1 million,
provided that we have the support
and coopecration of cvery member
and cvery donor 1n the community.
We necd the willingness of you, our
donors to give capacity donations.,
We nced also 1o recruit many new
donors. Every new donor strength-
ens the Campaign now and 1n the
ycars 1o come. We ask cach one of
you, our donors, to recruil one new
donor.

The Campaign 1s not only moncy.

Campaign is people. The Campaign 448
creates awareness, knowledge, in-
volvement and lcadership. The |
Campaign is a tool in community

building. The ongoing active Cam-
paign process improves the commu-
nity and makes 1t stronger.
Recently a breakthrough occurred
in the peace process in Isracl. Fol-
lowing that Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin has called in his proclamauon
to Jews around the world to support

was [sracl that did without her share.,
This situation cannot continuc. Is-
racl’s nceds are central o the well-
being of the world wide Jewish
community. We can no longer place
Isracl lastin our listof priontics. It is
high time that the State of Isracl
reccived its fair share of our dollars,
In 1992, this community scnt

$238,000 to the State of Isracl. In .

1993, God willing, we will send in
excess of $245,000 o the State of

[sracl.

But this is not enough! We must
work harder and dig deeper to sup-
port the Jewish homeland. We are
all excited about the prospects for
the pcace in the Middle East, but
peace will not be cheap, Peace will
not lessen our commitment 0 the
State of Isracl. First, there will con-
tinue to be those terrorists who do

not recognize the peace. Isracl must

still guard against them. The auton-
omy agrcements will require cven
betier security arrangements. Social
problems within the Statc will con-
tinu¢ if not be c¢xacerbatcd. And
there will still be the necd to rescue
Jews from the former Soviet Union
and Eastern Evrope, Afnca and
South America. Even if all these do
not come to pass: if it 1s a sccure
pcace, if there are no worsening
social conditions, if all Jews in'need
can be rescued and resettled, Israel
will still need our help to pursue the
creation of the type of society that
only peace can allow. Anyone who
has visited Isracl or lived there even
for a short time, knows that, 1n a
state of peace, the possibilitics {or
the development of the State of Is-
racl arc limitless. Ha'atid hu
b’ yadeinu! The futurc isin our hands!

Isracl will no longer be at the
bottom of our UJA agenda. Isracl
will no longer have to scttle for the
last dollars collected. At a recent
Federation Executive Meeting, it was
decided that if cash collections do
not equal pledges, or if the cam-
paign falls short of its goal, all local
beneficiaries and all national organi-
zations and the federation itsclf will
have to do with less moncy so that
Israc] will still get its sharc.

It is a year to catch-up not only in
our commitments to the State of
Isracl but also in our obligations to

and participale in the peace process
by increasing fundraising cfforts.
“The government of Isracl beheves
that as Isracl moves boldly towards
peace, the rate of Aliyah will “in

- —— e —————————

Edmonton Jewlsh Life October 1993 p. 3

crcase” Rabin said in his proclama-
tion. This mcans that the UJA...
“with Jewish Fedcrauons™. .. "must
increase their fundraising cfforts to
mectthe anticipated accelerated pace
of Aliyah.”

“In this ncw cra, we scek a part-
ncrship with you in which we can
support one another, encourage one
another and strengthen the Jewish
people as onc people, as Clal Isracl,”
said Rabin.

Jewish Agency Board of Gover-
nors Chairman, Mendel Kaplan said
that “Isracl at peace will need cven
greater cooperation from the Jews
of the world than Isracl under threat.
It will require this in order to
strengthen her socicly 1 a reglon
now at peace, because only out of
strength will Isracl be able to main-
tain the momentum and continuity
of peace™... World Jewry will have
10 be concerned wiath those aspects
which will allow Isracl to become a
magnetto all Jews, whilstremaining
a haven 1o those who want 10 returmn

- home”.

Canadian and North American
Jewry. Through our UJA dollars we
support the cfforts of the Council of
Jewish Federations, the Canadian
Jewish Congress, the Jewish Immi-
grant Aid Scrvice, and Jewish
Campus Scrvices. [n some instances,
such as the Jewish Immigrant Aid
Service and Canadian Jewish Con-
gress, a portion, or indeed all, of the
moncy that lecaves the community
comes back to support programs
local programs. Wc have at umes
been delinquent in our payments 1o
these national organizations. We
have to sct the account straight and
we want to accomplish that in the
next two years. These organizations
do important work in the social,
political, and cultural arcas and they
descrve our support.

The Federation acting as the re-
gional arm of Canadian Jewish
Congress has been very active In
fighting anti-semitism here in Al-
berta, The cpisodes involving
Keegstra, Terry Long, the Aryan
Nations, and cven the Galeway car-
toon — are all well known to mem-
bers of this community. Unfortu-
nately, Antiscmitism is alive and
well in Canada and Alberta and we
must be vigilant whencever it arises.
Ha'atid hu b’ yadeinu! The futurc is

in our hands!

I want to speak for a moment
about the state of affairs in our local
‘community. Some in the commu-

L | ' ! 1 1
' 1 1 - r " 1 | 1
| . ! 1 1 ' 1
1 g ! ! , 1 r r 1 1 1 ' . |
| 11 I | II . 1 i i ] = ! |" 1 t 1 Ir L!r !
1, ' 1 1 1! ! 1 1, .
' . . 1

Message from Bruce E lman Preszdent J ewzsh F ederatzon of E dmonton

nity would like us to narrow the
scope of Jewish communal life, o
return 10 a way of Jewish life that
existed in the 1950's before many of
us cven arrived here. That 1s not my
vision of the community, that 15 not
the Federaton’s vision of the com-
munity, and I don’t think it is yours
either. [t is my goal as President of
the Federation to make Jewish
communal life here in Edmonton as
rich and varicd and as Jewishly ful-
filling as anywhcre outside of Eretz
Yisracl.

We must create a Jewish environ-
ment that 1s mcaning ful for our chil-
dren. They are the wonders of dis-
covery in the JCC playschool. They
arc the leaming Hebrew and recerv-
ing thetr basic grounding in Jewish
Studies at our Talmud Torah. They
spend carefree summer days at the
JCC daycamp or at Camp B’Nai
Brith. But this is not enough. We cut
off our children’s cducauton at grade
six, just when they arc gamming the
ability and maturity o acquirc greater
knowledge, We need o help the
Talmud torah to cxpand into the
Junior High ycars. Some children
arc deprived of the camping cxperi-
ence because we cannot provide
cnough scholarship moncy for all
those who necd it. We have to do
better. But we should not stop there.
We shouldcreatc acommunity basced
Isracl expericnce — perhaps for a
summoer or for a year — forour High
School aged youth. Apparently,
visiting Isracl on a program isonc of
the greatest factors in continuing,
association with the Jewish Com-
munity. We cannot forget our Uni-
versity students. Jewish students are
under sicge on our campuses today.
We provide little help for them and
wc should do beuer. /a'atid hu
b’ yadeinu! The future isin our hands!

Education does not end with our
children. We are, quite frankly, in
Jewish tecrms, barely literate. We
must create a vehicle for delivering
cducational programs to adults as
well. The Federation is commutted
to delivering an adult cducation
program at the JCC so that thosc
who wish to become more educated
in Hebrew, in Yiddish, in Jewish
Studies, and about Isracl can do so.

| Ha'a_tid hu b’ yadeinu! The future is

In order to help Isracl, the Ed-
monton Federauon Board decided
to forward moncy to the Jewish
Agency through the Unued Isracl
Appcal of Canada, on a monthly
basis, cvery month.

A target of $163,000 for special
projects in Isracl was set up for
this Campaign, over and above
the annual Campaign. We have
already raised a part of 1t, inclu-
sive of money from non-Jewish
donors who arc witling to help
[sracl through the Campagn.

We can achieve our goals only
Beyachad, Together. Acung i
unity, inmutual supportand coop-
craton, will strengthen the Jew-
ish Community here and will
strengthen Israel.

With best wishes foranew suc-
cessful year for everyone of us
Shana Tova and Gmar Hatima
fova,

Aharon Mor
Campaign Director
Spm:iai Emissary from Israel

in our hands!

We have promises to keepto those
amongst us less fortunate than our-
sclves. Last year alone, our Jewish
Family Services kept its promise 1o
ncarly 400 familics! That 1s what
community is all about. That is what
Federanon/UJA Edmonton 15 all
about. Jewish Family Services,
however, operates on a tight rope
budget. Think what they could doif
they had adequate funds.

We also have promises to keep to
our elderly, our scmors sacrificed so
that we could succeed and now, 1t’s
our turn W give something back.
The sentor’s programs al our JCC
cannot exist without our dollars. And
we must confront the necd for hous-
ing for a growing number of our
clderly. Ha' atid hu b’ yadeinu! The
future 18 1n our hands!

Last ycar we began the process of
creating a renewed and revitalized
Jewish community. This ycar we
must continuc the process. In the

inal analysis, beyond the rhetoric
and the speech-making and the
campaign slogans, 1t 1S all about
dollars, becausc without them, we
cannol fashion the future we destre
for our Jewish community.

| want you 1o do something clse
for your community. I want you (o
double your efforts on behalf of the
community and scck out and bring
back 0 our Federation and our
campaign, onc fricnd or collcaguc
who used 10 be involved, or, failing
that, 0 find and welcome 1o our
Federation/UJA [amily onc ncw
contributlor/worker.

This is the most critical tuming
point we have cver faced. Our future
as a community, is cnurcly and
completely dependent on what we
make of this ycar's Federation/UJA
campaign. !a'atid hu b’ yadeinu!
The future is in our hands!

Nancy and I and our children,
David, Gail and Jocl, wish you and
your familics a Shana Tovah U" me-
tookah— the sweetestof New Year's
and a Chag Sameach. may the ycar
ahcad bring you immeasurable
Blessings, and may this community
go from strength to strength.

Professor Bruce Elman -

President, Jewish Federation
of Edmonton,
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United Jewish Appeal/Jewish Federation of l.dmonton

totally Jewish environment highlighted by

Our Federation

Since its inception, May 18,1982, the Jewish
Federation of Edmonton has existed to iden-
tify, study, plan and budget for thc cver-
changing nceds of our Jewish community. It
is thecentral address for fundraising, on behalf
of eight agencics which provide abroad spec-
trum of scrvices to the community. Funds
raiscd during the annual United Jewish Ap-
pcal Campaign arc used to meet local, as well
as national and intcrnational Jewish needs.

Anyonc who lives or works in the Edmon-
ton arca and contributes a minimum of $18 to
the annual UJA Campaign is a member of the
Federation. UJA funds go towards Federation
programs such as: New Immigrant Integra-
tion, Leadership Development, Henitage Days,
Kashrut, Campus Outrcach, March of the
Living, Small Communities, Jewish Commu-
nity Relations Program, Canada Isracl Com-
mittce, Holocaust Remembrance, Planmng
and Survey, and Professional Development.

The Allocation Process
The apportionment of funds is reviewed

annually by a group of concerncd lay people

appointed by the Federations’ elected Board
members, who represent a broad cross-sec-
tion of the community and the UJA benefici-
ary agencics. After the completion of the
campaign and the receipt of beneficiary budget
requests, these individuals mect o review
current programs and services and to recom-
mend allocations. Final decisions regarding
the allocation of funds must b¢ made by the
Federation board, and arc bascd on campaign
Incomc.
Local institutions supported by Federation/
"UJA campaign include: thc Talmud Torah
Day School, The Jewish Community Centre,
the Jewish Federation of Edmonton, Jewish
Family Services, Camp B’nai B’rith, the
Jewish Drop-in Centre, and the Hillel Jewish
Student’s Association.
National
In addition, the Campaign supports the
cfforts of national organizations including the
following: Canadian Jewish Congress, Jew-
ish Immigrant Aid Socicty, Canada-Isracl
Commitiee, National Campus Services, Net-
work, Canada-Israel Foundation for Academic
Exchange, Jcwish Telegraphic Services,
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Services and Cana-
dian Professors for Peace in the Middle East.
International
Funds collected from the local campaign
aid the work of the Jewish Agency for Isracl
through five basic programs: Immigrationand
Absorption, Rural Scttlement, Youth Aliyah,
Education and Social Programs.

Local Beneficiaries:
Camp B’ nai B'rith

Camp B'nai B'rith at Pinc Lake offers the
only summer resident camping ¢Xpercnce in
Alberta for Jewish children. Most of the
campers come from Alberta and Saskatche-
wan, but it has become commonplace for
children from all over Canada and the United
States to attend.

Established in 1956, Camp B'nai B’rith
offers cxcellent physical facilitics and an
outstanding program of activities for girls and
boys between the ages of six and sixteen. In a

Kosher meals and the celebration of Shabbat
inamanner thatisonly possible within acamp
cnvironment, campers participalte in a varicty
of programming activitics which include
swimming, water skiing, canoeing, boating,
horscback riding, tennis, arts and crafts, Is-
racli song and dance, drama and musical
productions, and nature hikcs.

Camp B’nai B’rith is run by a professional
Director and coordinated by a policy board
made up of voluntcers from Edmonton, Cal-
gary, and the other centres in Alberta and
Saskatchewan served by the camp. Camp
B'nai B’rith is a beneficiary agency ol the

Calgary Jewish Community Council and

Edmonton United Jewish Appeal, which funds
camp scholarships.
Edmonton Talmud Torah

The Edmonton Talmud Torah, an alterna-
tive program within the Edmonton Public
School System, offers a combined English
and Hebrew program in Kindergarten through
Grade six, which covers the Alberta Educa-
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- Israeli Dancers represem_thé community at Heritage Days

of idcas. Itsaims arc todevelopand strengthen
the Jewish Campus Community and to rein-
force tics between students and the commu-
nity at large.

Hillel also provides ncw students in Ed-
monton with a chance to familiarize them-
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The new Jewish Drop-In Centre

tion curriculum in the half-day English pro-
gram. The other half day of the program
concentrates on Judaic studies, Jewish holi-
days and festivals, Bible studics, Hebrew
language, and history of the Jewish people
and the State of [sracl.

UJA provides Talmud Torah with monics
which gotowards suchitems as Hebrew speak-
ing staff, tcaching aids, computer programs,
Hebrew classroom and library matenials, Cic.
Currcntly, there are 50 recent Russian immi-
grants being integrated into the community
through Talmud Torah. Talmud Torah 1s also
funded by the Edmonton Public School Sys-
tem and parcntal contributions and projects.
Hillel '

The Hillel Jewish Student’s Association
provides Jewish University and College stu-
dents with a chance to interact cocially while
maintaining involvement in the Jewish com-
munity.

Hillel programs range from cducational
spcakers and cultural ¢vents to bagel lunches
and get-togethers, encouraging the exchange

selves with the community. [t's a great oppor-
tunity to mecet other University and College
students. We hope 10 provide a sense of be-
longing to-a smaller community within what
may initially appcar to be a large campus.

Hillel is a beneficiary of UJA, Jewish
Campus Scrvicesand B'nai B'rith. UJA funds
pay for programs and staff time.

Jewish Community Centre of Edmonton

The Jewish Community Centre of Edmon-
ton is the geographical and cultural centre of
the Edmonton Jewish Community. In addi-
tion to of fering a wide varicty of recreational,
cultural and physical education programs for
all age groups, the Centre building hosts the
officcs and mceting places of many of the
Jewish organizations in Edmonton, boasts the
community’s only kosher restaurant and
contains the Edmonton Jewish Community
Library.

The Jewish Community Centre offers a
varicty of programs including a Jewish
playschool, Jewish holiday celebrations and
ceremonics, youth camps, acrobics, athletic
and swim programs, and much more.

kitchen.

Everyone is welcome and encouraged to

drop in at any timc.
Jewish Family Services

Jewish Family Scrvices is a counselling

agency offering a wide variety of social serv-
©ices. These include:

» individual counsetling;
« pre-marital and marital counselling,
« parcnt/child counsclling, including issucs

for single parents and blended familics;

« services for older adults and their familics;
» cmergency financial assistance;

» seitlement services for newcomers,

- information and referral services;

» outreach services o isolated peoplc.
Upon request, group programming and talks

may be arranged on personal issues such as
sclf esteem and on family life development.

Volunteers are available to work with
immigrants, befriend lonely people, or visit
older people at home .or in long-term carc
facilitics. Services are provided by profcs-
sionally trained staff. Confidentiality 1s as-
surcd, Fees are based onincome, ensuring that
low income is not a barrier to service. Jewish
Family Services is a beneficiary of the United
Way and Edmonton United Jewish Appcal.
UJA monies go specifically to Jewish coun-
sclling and support services, and make up

approximately 22% of their budget.

National Beneficiary Agencies:

Edmonton UJA makes an annual contribu-
tion to the National Budgeting Confcrence to
support National Jewish agencics. However,
over the ycars, we have always received back
more than we have contributed to NBC once
the money has beén processed and re-distrib-
uted to local beneficiary agencies such as to
Jewish Family Services through JIAS, and to
Hillel through Jewish Campus Services.

Canadian Jewish Congress

Canadian Jewish Congress is responsible
for such things as Community Rclations,
Communications, War Criminals, Sovict
Jewry, Jews in Arab Lands, Archives, Isracl
Action and more. Congress deals witha wide
range of issues and programs, and serves as
the major voice for Canadian Jewry and as the
planning and coordinating agency for the
national community in those areas within ils
jurisdiction, including advocacy, rcpresenia-
tion and defense on matters of concern to the
national Jewish community. Cascs such asthe
complaint against the Aryan Nations hate linc

United Jewish Appeal/Jewish

Canada. JIAS belicves that a clear message
must be presented to the government of Can-
ada regarding Jewish communities’ commit-
ment o assist refugee Jews, récognizing that
increased immigration would cntail an unde-
termined cost to the community. JIAS is also
responsible for policy determination with
regard to fiscal support for indigents, refugee
claimants and for out of the country process-
ing.
Jewish Campus Services

Problems faced by students on campus arc

not disappearing; on the contrary, studcnts
will find the situation on campus significantly
worse in years to come. The Nation of Islam
has begun rccruiting on Canadian campuscs.
It also appears that missionary groups arc
resurfacing on campuscs, cspecially “Jews
for Jesus.” The Jewish Students’ network
pledges to play an active rolc in combattng
anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism on all the
campuses across Canada.
Jewish Telegraphic Agency

The JTA provides an important scrvice:
information about the lives, fate and well-
being of Jews in all countries. The JTA serves
as a link between the various Jewish commu-

nities in the world. It provides an avenue to

world public opinion on such 1ssucs as na-
tional minority rights.and the right of the
Jewish people to a homeland. The JTA isable
to dispel the prejudice, malice and disinfor-
mation that accumulates against the Jewish

people.
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Service

HIAS facilitates migration of persons from
onc country to another and aids such migra-
tion through provision of financial aid, ad-
vice, information and guidance. HIAS cn-
gages in social, cconomic and vocational
rchabilitation and in educational programs to
promote oricntation for new immigrants 10
laws and customs of respective countries of
immigration, naturalization or pcrmancnt
residence. HIAS aids other non-profit organi-
zations which deal with migration or resettle-
ment and attempts to foster a love for the
ideals of freedom, democracy and liberty for
all pcoples. |
International

United Israel Appeal of Canada
The United Isracl Appeal of Canada funds

the Jewish Agency for Isracl, which shares
with the Isracli Government responsibality for
Immigration and Absorption, Youth Secrv-
ices, Rural Scttlement, Renewal and Devel-
opment and Diaspora Services. By the end of
1994, more than one million Jews will have
made aliyah since restrictions on emigration
from Eastern Europe began to casc in 1989.
The Jewish Agency’s Immigration Program
offers such things as language programs,
cducation, jobs, settlement, and above all, a
ticket home for new immigrants. The follow-
ing arc some cost analysis cxamples of how
UIA dollars are spent:

- Sending an aliyah counscllor to the CIS
for six weeks: $3,000.

- Bringing a Soviet youth to Isracl for a
four-week summer program: $1,200.

« Transportation per olch from the CIS to

L

Isracl, including accompanying baggage.
$500.
« Freight of up 10 one ton of personal be-

longings for a family of three, including 10

months storage in Isracl: $1,200.

» Tuition for rctraining a Sovict scientist,
mathematician, musician or English tcacher

to teach in the Galilec or Negev Regions:
$2,000.

« Special Dental care for former Prisoners

of Zion: up 0 $7,500.

» Providing social and cultural program-
ming for 30 Sovict Familics through the
municipal absorption program Projcct Khitah:

r
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$534. |
 Net cost of maintaining a Sovict young
~ adult in Kibbutz Ulpan work and study pro-
gram for five and a half months: $650.

« Support of a Sovict immigrant rescarcher,
scientist or entreprencur in an R and D “incu-
bator” 10 develop a product and market 1t:
$10,000.

¢ Cost of maintaining an Ethiopian young-
ster in a Youth Aliyah contracted mstitution
for onc year: $5,000.

» Cost per group on a day program 1o cn-
courage ncw immigrants to scttle in the pe-
riphcral regions: $1,000.

» Cost of maintaining an Ethiopian young

Federation
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adultin atwo-year vocational boarding school
(joint government/J AFI funding) JAF1 share:
$455 per month. -

« Cost of maintaining an Ethiopian olch in
an absorption centre, including Ulpan and
social scrvices for one ycar: $3,500.

« Cost of construction of a two-classroom
daycarc centre in a devclopment town;
$350,000.

These arce the programs which arc sup-
ported by your UJA dollars. They all need and
deserve our help. Please give the most you
can. Many are counting on you. Be the “you”
in UJA!

The future is in our hands!

] United J ewish Appeal/]J ewish |
Federation of Edmonton

1993-1994 CAMPAIGN

Where does your money go?

The Future is in Our Hands!
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National Beneficiaries ¢ Federation |

& Canadian Jewish Congress | Administration, Programs: New Immigrant Integration, Leader-

Community Relations, Communications, War Criminals, Soviet ship Devclopment, Hertage Days, KaLfiI}rUL. Cur_npus Oueriltfh, i
Jewry, Jews in Arab Lands, Archives, Isracl Action and more. CJC March of the Living, Small Communities, Jewish Community

serves as the major voice for the Canadian Jewish community onthe Relations Program, Canada Isracl Con_lmillcc. Holocaust Remem- |
national and international scence. brance, Planning and Survey, Professional Development.

0 Jewish Community Centre J

ide

& Jewish Immigrant Aid Services

Canada's largest rescttiement organization, JIAS is the 1dvocate _ | _ |
for new Jewish immigrants o Canada. playschool, Jewish holiday celebrations and ceremonics, youth

% Hebrew Immigrant Aid Services camps, cultural and athletic programs. It hosts the offices of many

Facilitates migration from one country to another and helps of the city’s Jewish organizations, our only Kosher restaurant, and
immigrants through the provision of financial aid, advice, informa-  thc Edmonton Jewish Community Library.

tion and guidancc.
0 Jewish Campus Services

Plays an active rolc in combatting anti-Semitisin end ant-
Zionism On Campuscs. Camp Scholarships. This ycar, 21 Edmonton children of a total
& Jewish Telegraphic Agency of 69 aticnded camp on scholarship.

Provides information about the lives, fatc and well-bein 3ol Jews & Talmud Torah
in all countrics through its news wire scrvicc. UJA dollars go towards such items as Hebrew speaking staff,
tcaching aids, computer programs, Hebrew classroom and hbrary |
materials, and to cover the school’s operating shortlall, .

An independent community newspaper serving the
Jowish Population of Edmonton and Northern Alberta
and Saskatchewan. Member of the Amencan Jewish
Pross Association.

Jewish Drop-in Cenire or the prosecution of Jim Kcegstra arc prime.
The Jewish Drop-in Centre isanew facility local examples of the work of CJC. CJC also
built to accommodate the cultural and social  delivers national programs in small commu-
needs of the local adult Jewish Community, nities which lack their own organizational
primarily its sentor citizens, infrastructure.

The Centre offers a varicty of regular and  Jewish Immigrant Aid Services
special activities; bingo, bridge, Mam-  Jewish Immigrant Aid Services (JIAS) 1s
meloshen Club, Russian language programs, Canada’s largest rescitlement organization.
ctc. Open most afternoons, the centre has  JIAS not only assumes responsibility fornew
several large, bright rooms, and a kosher arrivals, but is the advocate for scttiement in
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OCt0ber, 1993 democratic free exprassion this newspaper's columns are opon RS || & United Israel Appeal of Canada | & Hillel . - .
| to differont viows as well as to rebut or rectify inaccuracies, ¥ Funds the Jewish Agency for Isracl, which shares with the Isracli UJ_A [unds going 1o Hillel pay for staff time and programs ||
porceived or otherwise. EJL also roserves the nght in its sole # || Governmentresponsibility for Immigrationand Absorpticn, Youth  ranging {rom cducational speakers and cultural cvents to bagel
Publication Mail discration to reject news, articlos, letters or advertising. Services, Rural Scttlement, Renewal and Development and Dias- lunches and get-togethers which encourage the exchange of ideas,
Registration No. 10241 Submisslons: Submissions and letters are welcomed on pora Scrvices. Offers such things as language programs, education, and dcvcl()?mcnl 011' ncw fricndships. | |F
| matters of Jewish interost but Edmonton Jewish Life assumes jobs, scttlcment, and a ticket home for new immigrants. Q Jewish F {lmﬂy -58”'1'_005' | _
- Leduc, Alberta no responsibility for unsolicitod pubficity, manuscripts or photos. & Israel Direct ' | UJA monies go specifically to Jewish counselling and support ||

Funds carmarked dircctly for Ismel. The balance of Crperation services, and make up approximately 22% of the JES total budget. *
Exodus funding, and designated projects in Isracl. | ‘

#1, 12227 - 107 Ave, Edmonton, Alberta T5M 1Y9
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